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them, that is the one who
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by My Father, I too will
love them and show Myself
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Save the date: August 26th……..
Another birthday party is coming!
If you talk to anyone that attended the April birthday
party you will about the fun had by all. The August party will also be a blast! The Missions committee is planning an old-time carnival with tons of food and fun
games for all ages. It does not have to be your birthday
during the summer months to attend.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME…including friends and family that do not attend our
church. We want everyone to enjoy great food and tons of fun.
So mark your calendar now and plan to attend: Saturday, August 25th starting at 6:30. One
thing we do need are RSVP’s turned in so we know how much food to purchase. It’s as
easy as calling the church office to let us know the number coming.
Hope to see you at the Birthday Carnival!
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Giving thanks for the
“Back to School….Looking Cool” event!

The Missions Committee is giving all praise, glory, and
thanks to God for His faithfulness in touching the lives of
community children and families through using the First
United Methodist Church family. Our church body
shared the hands and heart of God through generous giving of bath towels and body wash, volunteering at the
event, and especially offering prayers. There is nothing
comparable to meeting the needs of children and blessing them with extras as Jesus would do. The children
received dental exams for school that cannot be obtained without traveling a long distance. They smiled with
shiny teeth as they adored the new haircut. They couldn’t leave without getting snacks of pop tarts, granola bars, fruit snacks, drinks and fresh popped popcorn
from the new popcorn maker purchased for missions. Of course, a highlight was to
stop and get new socks for school, a new bath towel and body wash, comb and hairbrush, and hand sanitizer. Dental Safari provided tooth paste and a new tooth brush
for each child too. The children could also visit an art area while waiting for services. Even though all the gifts were practical, some were also symbolic. Just as
Jesus washes us clean from our sins, we pray that the children would feel the
cleansing love of Jesus when using the body wash; and as they dry with the
fresh towel we pray that it comforts them like being wrapped in His robe of
righteousness. Our prayer of covering feet with new socks would be that those
feet will someday carry the good news of Jesus.
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What Is Expected
Pastor Jerry
Through the years I found it very frustrating when professors, employers and even district superintendents did not make it clear on what was to be expected. Recently, Bishop Beard told the clergy what he
expected from us and what we can expect from him. I believe that same is to be true of congregations
and pastors. It is adapted slightly to be relevant for pastors and congregations.
Here are seven things that I expect of you:
1. I expect you to do your best. I want your “‘A’
Game!” Paul reminds us in Colossians 3:23
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for human masters.”
2. I expect you to have and utilize a Team Approach to Ministry. One of the beauties of our denomination is that we are “connectional.” We depend on one another and we count on each person’s gifts in order to be successful.
3. I expect your support of our mission as given by
Jesus. We are to make disciples (fully devoted followers of Jesus) to support this both publicly and
privately. We will achieve more as we pull together
in the same direction.
4. I expect and desire your prayers.
5. I expect you to continue to be generous givers.
Both tithes and offerings should be the norm for those
that love the Lord.
6. I expect great reports of fruitful and successful
grow- ing and vibrant ministries. The harvest is
still plentiful and we are expected to participate as colaborers with Christ.
7. I expect you to have fun serving the Lord and
working for the advance of Christ. I read the back
of the book, and we win! So, relax and enjoy serving
the Lord.

Here are seven things you can expect from me:
1. Consistency - Just like everyone else I have good
days and bad days, but you will and me to be a person
of consistency.
2. Support - I am here to serve and support the IGRC
and this congregation. I will support you with my
prayers, my concern for you and the church, my encouragement of your existing and emerging ministries,
and with my trust.
3. Faithfulness - I will be faithful in my devotion to
Christ, to the IGRC and to this congregation. You can
count on me to be loyal no matter what is going on. I
will honor and uphold my vows.

4. Collaborative Leadership. I will engage others in
the decision making process. I will work with intentionality to ensure that many voices are heard.
5. Honesty, you can count on me to provide clarity,
rationale, and perspective. There may be times for
confidentiality, but you will always get an honest response from me.
6. Generosity. I believe that leaders set the pace and
should model extravagant generosity. You can count
on Shirley and me to tithe and to give above and beyond.

7. Respect for all voices and a genuine love and respect for the members and constituents of this congregation. I am here to be a servant-leader, and I will work
to earn your respect and trust as I strive to provide
Christ- like leadership.

Thank you, for all that you do to help First UMC Sparta to be a strong and vibrant.
Serving the Savior
Pastor Jerry
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First United Methodist Church, Sparta

Sunday School News
Mark your calendars for September 10th Sunday
School Kick-off. We will be having a lunch picnic
right after worship. The Sunday School department
will supply the meat and drinks. We will need everyone else to help by supplying the side dishes. This
will be a fun day for everyone in the church. We are
trying to get a bounce house for the kids and other
games. What a great way to bring everyone together
after a busy summer. If you have any questions call
Brooke Gerlach at 443-7793.

Men’s Ministry News
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Sunday, August 20 at 8:00 am
Don’t miss out on our monthly fellowship! Come and
enjoy a delicious breakfast, sharing and fellowship!

Men’s Fellowship Group
Tuesday: August 8 & 22 at 6:15 am
We are meeting every other week for Bible reflection,
prayer and fellowship!

Mobile Market
Friday, August 4
First United Methodist Church Parking Lot at 9:00 am
Workers are needed for this important ministry to those
in our area in need of food!
Thank you for your service!

United Methodist Women News
United Methodist Women Meeting August 8 at 7:00 pm.
Cheryl Hamilton will presenting a program on the Sparta
Pregnancy Care Center. To help out that local organization we will be collecting diapers in sizes 3 - 5 and baby
clothing (new or very gently used) sizes 18 - 24 months.
There will be a box for those donations by the coat rack.
UMW Rummage Sale August 11-12
The UMW will be having our annual rummage sale in the
fellowship hall. Please help us by donating your gently
used, clean items for us to sell. You may begin bringing
them to the parlor area on July 31.For more information
please contact Denise Stone: 618-317-5531.

October 20-21
Little Grassy Fall Retreat

Altar Flowers
One of the discussions at the last council meeting concerned altar flowers; we reminisced how people used to
bring flowers from their garden and also that at one
time people signed up to provide flowers, So, it was
decided to offer you the opportunity. If you wish to assist in worship preparation by providing flowers for the
altar and there are several ways in which you might
help out.
1.You may offer to arrange some bouquets from the
silk flowers that are available in storage at the church.
2. You may order live arrangements from a florist that
can be at the altar for a Sunday.
3. You may pay for silk arrangements that can be used
for a month. If you purchase either live or silk flowers
you may also wish to offer them in honor or in
memory of a loved one.
Please call the office, 4433714, and leave your name
and the Sunday/month for
which you wish to provide
flowers. Thank you.
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Administrative Council Meeting
Minutes Not Yet Approved from 07/10/2017
Persons Attending: Pastor Jerry, Mary Hauskins, Tom
Ashley, Doug Baue, Kathy Ruhmann, Edith Huddleston,
Christine Jeffers, Jan Seals, Dot Heuman, Wendy Baue,
Autumn Peck, Gary Cox, Frank Beckley
The meeting began at 7:00 pm with the lighting of the
candle and a prayer by Pastor Jerry.

Finance: Frank Beckley
We have continued to make the regular monthly payment plus $1000 on the building loan each month
through June. Most recently, a gift to the church for the
new handicapped restrooms of $37605 was also applied
to the loan. At the present time, the remaining balance
on the building loan is $220,716.51. Although giving
seemed to be down in May, the first two weeks in July
have been above average at $6300 and $6700, so our
finances continue to be sound. The committee is working on an audit and a decision on insurance is also coming soon.

OLD BUSINESS:
The May 8th minutes were presented for all to review.
Frank Beckley moved that the minutes be accepted as Treasurer’s Report: Wendy Baue
presented. Autumn Peck seconded the motion. The mo- Wendy presented the treasurer’s report for all to review.
tion carried.
She explained that flooring costs for the Narthex and the
hallway came in late, but the Trustees had enough in
Tom Ashley began a discussion about having the most their account to cover these bills. The Trustees will also
recent minutes published in The Lamplighter instead of pay $400 for carpet cleaning in the parsonage and $2000
waiting for their approval. Since we have been meeting for carpet cleaning in the sanctuary. Dot Heuman
every other month, minutes aren’t approved until two moved that the treasurer’s report be accepted as presentmonths later so the minutes in The Lamplighter are al- ed. Jan Seals seconded. The motion carried.
ways old. He proposed that we put the most recent
minutes in The Lamplighter with a note that they have Family Meals: Mary Hauskins
not been approved by committee as yet. Gary Cox se- In the last few months, meals have been delivered to
conded and all agreed.
Bob and Doris Arnold and to Pastor Jerry’s family as
they arrived. There are still plans to gather a group of
As of this July 10, 2017 date, minutes from the most various ages to put together meals to be frozen and used
recent AD Council Meeting will be included in The at another time.
Lamplighter with a note that they have not yet been
Missions: Christine Jeffers
approved by committee.
Since our last meeting, the popcorn popper has been
Pastor Jerry commented that he feels we should keep an purchased. The Missions Committee is putting together
on-going notebook of items that have been voted on in rules for using and cleaning it and signing up to use the
committee so we might easily look up such items that popcorn popper. It will be used first on July 22 at the
have been approved by the AD Council Committee. “Back to School – Lookin’ Cool” event. Christine reEveryone agreed that this would be a good idea.
minded us that they are still collecting towels and body
wash to given away that day as well. The Committee
In the future, the recording secretary will “bold”
will meet again July 11.
items that have been voted on and should be included
in a new notebook to summarize all new resolutions, Music Director: Gary Cox
etc.
This year our church will be hosting Magnify the Lord,
the combined church choirs event in November that perREPORTS:
forms for donations to the community food pantry. RegEvangelism: Jan Seals
ular choir practice will resume Aug 23. Kids’ choir will
The 10x10 sub-committee has continued to meet and
resume the Wednesday after Labor Day. Gary continues
plan for the final months of our “journey.” The church
to try to get various children to be involved in music
retreat will be at Little Grassy in October. Although
during the church services. He will speak to the Pastor
dates had been arranged, it was noted that Pastor Jerry
Parish Committee to resolve some discrepancy in musihas a wedding on Oct 14 so Jan will call Little Grassy
cians’ pay.
and find out if the next weekend in October is available.
Prayer Chain: Edith Huddleston
Fellowship: Although a chairman was not available, it
Recently Mary McConachie and Joann Kern have been
was noted that a kitchen inventory would indicate that
on the prayer chain.
at least a tablecloth roll and possibly other items are
needed. Rhonda should be asked to order a tablecloth
roll from Schwitzer from DuQuoin.

First United Methodist Church, Sparta
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SPPRC: Autumn Peck
This committee met June 19 to finalize the recent fish fry,
plan for cleaning the parsonage, and plan the welcoming
gatherings for Pastor Jerry and his family. Everything has
gone well with many volunteers. The Wednesday night
gatherings to welcome Pastor Jerry and Shirley will begin
this Wednesday, July 12. Other Wednesdays include July
19, July 26, and August 2. The congregation has been
divided into four groups. All will be invited to one of the
four gatherings. Jan Seals, Sharon Beckley, Janice Taylor
and Autumn Peck are hosting these gatherings.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jerry Haley
Pastor Jerry commented that the welcome to our church
has been tremendous. He is working to be sure he’s available for all committee meetings, the youth, the UMW, the
men’s group, etc. He visited Bob Arnold last week and
has two more visits he’s planning this week. He’s enthusiastic about the upcoming fall retreat. He will be attending a leadership workshop in Ofallon August 10-11. He’s
working to reschedule the church service time at Cedarhurst so that he can be there and at Randolph County
Care Center. He will be taking some vacation time the
end of August to take his youngest daughter off to college
Trustees: Doug Baue
in Pennsylvania.
The workday in early June went very well. The parsonage Since he has a wedding Oct 14, he wants to be clear on
transition also went very well. There are some issues to this church’s policies for weddings and will be reviewing
be fixed with the garage doors at the parsonage. Also the previous rules.
church van has been having some problems. Bill Mueller
is looking at it to determine if a battery will solve it. The NEW BUSINESS:
dark hallway is being addressed. Ken Hall has a plan to Secret Pal planning will be done by September 1.
fix this problem as soon as he has time. Right now, the CALENDAR:
pastor is locking the parsonage when he leaves in the af- Calendar items were reviewed. There was a discussion on
ternoon. This will be discussed to determine the best so- whether the AD Council should meet monthly or continue
lution.
every other month. Pastor Jerry felt the group should
UMW: Denise Stone (reported by Dot Heuman)
There is no July meeting. The next meeting is Tuesday,
August 8. The Rummage sale is August 11-12. The
UMW has asked that donations to the Rummage Sale be
brought to the parlor after July 31.

have a ministry focus as well as a business focus. Monthly meetings would give us the extra time – one monthly
meeting for business and the next monthly meeting for
ministry ideas. Autumn moved that we begin meeting
each month, to focus on business/reports one month and
to focus on ministry the next month. Christine Jeffers
seconded the motion. The next AD Council meeting will
be Monday, August 14 to focus on ministry in our church.
No reports will be needed. Cards from the Welcome
Gatherings will be reviewed.
As of August 14, 2017, the AD Council will begin to
meet the second Monday of each month; one month
for business and the next month for ministry ideas.

Worship Committee: Dot Heuman
Dot has suggested that we need new pew Bibles. After
some discussion, Autumn moved that we ask the congregation to purchase New Revised Standard Version Bibles
(hardback) for $12.00 each in honor or in memory of a
loved one. Mary seconded the motion. The motion carried. It was estimated that we would need about 80. Dot
and Rhonda will work together to put a form in the bulleGary Cox noted that he would like to pass the Facebook
tin as soon as possible, get the Bibles ordered, and put
page to someone else.
commemorative memos in the Bibles when they arrive.
New pew Bibles will be bought by congregation mem- Frank Beckley moved to adjourn. Autumn Peck seconded. The next meeting will be Monday, August 14, 2017 at
bers in honor or memory of a loved one.
Dot also noted that the new “flame” on the altar was an 7:00pm.
anonymous gift. She is
still looking for help get- Date
Saturday Worship/
General
Capital
Other
Grand
ting flowers made up for
Sun Worship/
Budget
Campaign
Total
each Sunday.
Sunday School
07/02/17

$5,008.12

$1,145.00

$223.73

$6,376.85

24/113/58

07/09/17

$6,985.39

$720.00

$259.23

$7,964.62

29/122/51

07/16/17

$4,138.90

$767.22

$255.73

$5,161.85

25/109/54

07/23/17

$3,669.82

640.00

$162.23

$4,472.05

30/116//64

June Loan Payment

$3,572.44

Balance of Loan

$259,341.23

First United Methodist Church, Sparta
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Happy Birthday
08/01
08/06
08/06
08/06
08/06
08/06
08/07
08/08
08/09
08/09
08/09
08/09
08/10
08/10
08/11
08/11
08/11
08/13
08/13
08/13
08/14
08/14

Ray Heil
Barbara Hagerling
Chelsea McBride
Danielle Haley
Tracy Parker
Ron Woodworth
Josh McBride
Steven Taylor
Tammy Cowan
Angie Hall
Katie Peck
Chad Sturtz
David Castens
Dena Carol Kilman
Bonnie Bardo
Mike Cundiff
Kirk Henley
Julia Heil
Curt Holland
Lindsey Shinn
Stephanie McFadden
Adriana Sheridan

08/15
08/15
08/16
08/17
08/17
08/18
08/19
08/20
08/21
08/21
08/24
08/25
08/26
08/27
08/27
08/27
08/28
08/29
08/30
08/30
08/30
08/30
08/31
08/31

Jeanette Burns
Parker Haskenhoff
Jane Schupbach
Jonathan Norton
Catalina Hays
Amanda Renner
Victoria Kelley
Larry Beattie
Chris Brooks
Christopher Brooks
Sharon Runge
Cody Cane
Morgan Pacheco
Pat Pillers
Janet Treece
Linda Upschulet
Kenny Heaton
Nancy Ashley
John D. Cundiff
Sue Morrison
Matthew Parker
Molly Thompson
Justin Baird
Kelby Burns

08/03
08/12
08/14
08/15
08/16
08/16
08/19
08/20
08/20
08/22
08/23
0830

Kenny & Debbie Baird
Arlen & Rose Walters
Roger & Ana Stine
Russell & Elizabeth Deppe
Carl & Sharon Holland
David & Betty Robinson
Marcel & Leslie Prestel
Pastor Jerry & Shirley Haley
Dave & Jean Hargis
Jack & Bertha Becker
John & Suzanne Chartrand
James
& Christine
Neilson
Words
of Gratitude

Prayers of the People Each week on Monday a group from our church meets in the Parlor at 9:00 a.m. to

send cards of welcome, strength, and support as well as to pray for our congregation and for the needs of the church, you are more than welcome to join them.
Please join them in prayer. If you would like to be apart of the prayer chain please call Elaine
Hargis at 443-3205 or email her at ejhargis1@frontier.com. Always remember to update us
with any email changes.

Joys: Dental Safari, Pastor Jerry and Family, Welcome Gatherings, Mobile Market
Concerns: Bob Arnold, Doris Arnold, Myla Ashley, Don Bixby, Morgan Coop, Harold Denniger, Gary &
Jenith Henson, Grace Herschelman, Michael Miesner, Christine Neilson, Georgia Rezba, Becky Sickmeyer,
Jan Weiner, Cathy Wolfe, Family of Mary McConachie,
Words of Gratitude
Dear Friends, We wish to acknowledge with gratitude your gift of shampoo to the Sparta Area Food Pantry hosed
at Westminster Presbyterian Church. Your donation is a blessing to this ministry.
In His Service, Westminster Deacon
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“Whoever knows My commandment and obeys them, that is the one who loves Me and will be
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Monday

7
9:00 am Care & Share
6:00 pm Sorority

14
8:00 am Garden Club
9:00 am Care & Share
7:00 pm Administrative Council
(Focus Ministry Meeting)

21
9:00 am Care & Share
6:00 pm BPW Meeting

28
9:00 am Care & Share

6 Communion Weekend

13
2:00 pm Worship at Randolph County
Care Center - Crusaders Class

20
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast

27

16

29

30
7:00 pm Choir

22
23
6:15 am Men’s Fellowship Group 7:00 pm Choir Resumes

15

Wednesday
2
7:00 pm Welcome Gathering
- Pastor Jerry and Family

8
9
6:15 am Men’s Fellowship Group
7:00 pm UMW Meeting

1

Tuesday

31
9:00 am Assemble
and Mail out
Lamplighter

24
Lamplighter
Information
Deadline

17

10

3
7:00 pm SPPRC
Meeting

Thursday
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Sunday

Sunday Schedule
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

25
Pastor Jerry’s Day Off

18
Pastor Jerry’s Day Off

11
Pastor Jerry’s Day Off
Set up for Rummage
Sale

4
Pastor Jerry’s Day Off
9:00 am Mobile
Market

Friday

26
5:00 pm Worship
6:00—8:00 pm
Missions Birthday
Parties

13
5:00 pm Worship

12
Rummage Sale
5:00 pm Worship

5 Communion
Weekend
5:00 pm Worship

Saturday

Office Hours 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
Phone (618) 443-3714
Email: spartafumc@frontier.com
www.spartafumc.org
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Phone: (618) 443-3714
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Pastor Jerry’s Email: jhaley27@gmail.com
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Liturgist

Carl Holland

Head Usher

Ray Ramsey

Ushers
8/06 Bill & Cathy Norton
Jonathan & Amy Norton
8/13 Marty & Theresa Patton
Tom & Jan Seals
8/20 Jason Coop Family
Ed & Jan Schwartz
8/27 Brian & Kendra Beattie
Clint & Katie Peck
Saturday Evening Worship
8/05 Roger & Janet Gerlach
8/12 Brian Belcher & Rhonda Jones
8/19 Larry Rosenthal & Kathy Ruhmann
8/26 Roger & Janet Gerlach
Acolytes
8/06 Aaron Bouas & Patrick Kloos
8/13 Austin Gailey & Claire Baue
8/20 Sean Patton & Maggie Haury
8/27 Hannah Stine & Nora Kloos

Audio/Visual Team
8/06 Kelsey Cowan
8/13 Cameron Brooks
8/20 Parker Haskenhoff
8/27 Cormac Kloos
Nursery
8/06 Autumn Peck
8/13 Cindy Sickmeyer
8/20 Carol Haury
8/27 Connie Campbell

Randolph Care Center Worship
August 13, Crusaders Class

