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Matthew 26:17-30, Mark 14:12-25, Luke 22:7-23

The
Easter Story

The story of the Last Supper is about a wonderful invitation from Jesus to receive his gift! This is a summary
about the Last Supper Bible story as told in books of Matthew, Mark, and Luke below.
The last supper took place on the first day of Passover, or the Festival of Unleavened Bread. Jesus sent his disciples
ahead into the city to prepare a meal to celebrate Passover. Passover is the remembrance of Israel being freed from
slavery to Egypt and specifically when the angel of death passed over the homes of the Israelites that had lambs blood
over the doors.

As the disciples reclined and ate dinner with Jesus, he explained to them that one of the twelve of them would soon
betray him. One by one the disciplines denied that it would be them, including Judas who would be the betrayer. Jesus
responded that the person who betrays him will have a terrible fate and that indeed, it was Judas.
Jesus prayed and thanked God for the meal. He then broke the bread and shared the wine with the disciples and explained to them how the bread was a symbol of his body, broken for them, and the wine a symbol of his blood which
would be poured out for their sins to be forgiven. This is where the church's tradition of communion comes from.
After the meal, Jesus became like a servant and washed the feet of the disciples. Peter did not feel right having Jesus
wash his feet but Jesus said that He was doing it to be an example to them. Now the disciples would be able to wash
each other's feet, meaning they could be servants to all.

J UDAS B ETRAYS J ESUS
John 18:1-13, Luke 22:1-6, Luke 22:47-54, Matthew 26:47-56, Mark 14:43-50

The Bible Story of Judas betraying Jesus is found in all four gospels. This
powerful story is well known in Christian theology as one of the most significant events of disloyalty. There are several explanations as to why Judas betrayed Jesus, including bribery and demonic possession, that vary among the
gospel accounts.
The Gospels imply that Jesus anticipated and permitted Judas's betrayal. One
interpretation is that Jesus allowed the betrayal because it would allow God's
plan to be achieved and another that regardless of the betrayal, Jesus was eventually fated for crucifixion as part of
God's plan.
During the meal of the Last Supper Jesus predicts that "one of you will betray me" referring to Judas. Judas leaves the
supper and goes to the Roman authorities who are looking to arrest Jesus. He accepts a bribe of 30 silver and agrees to
take them to Jesus. Judas knew that Jesus and the disciples would go to a garden near Jerusalem and led the soldiers
there, stating "Whoever it is I kiss, he is the one; take him into custody, and lead him away under guard.” Leading the
group into the garden, Judas sees Jesus with his disciples and approaches him. “Greetings, Rabbi!” Judas says, and he
kisses Jesus very lightly. “Fellow, for what purpose are you present?” Jesus responds. (Matthew 26:49, 50) Answering
his own question, Jesus says: “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”
Continued
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As the soldiers move toward Jesus, the apostles recognize
what is happening. “Lord, should we strike with the sword?”
they ask. (Luke 22:49) Before Jesus can respond, Peter uses
one of the two swords that the apostles have and attacks Malchus, a servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.
Jesus caresses the ear of Malchus, healing the wound.
He then teaches an important lesson, telling Peter:
“Return your sword to its place, for all those who take
up the sword will perish by the sword.” Jesus is willing to be captured, for he explains: “How would the
Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must take place this
way?” (Matthew 26:52) This then leads to the trial
and Crucifixion of Christ .

C RUCIFIXION OF J ESUS
Matthew 27:1-54, Mark 15:1-40, Luke 23:1-48,
John 19:1-30
The crucifixion of Jesus is recorded in the New Testament
books, known as the Gospels - Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John. This Bible story is the central summary of the saving
Gospel of Jesus. Jesus had prophesied of his death in Matthew "from that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at
the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of
the law, and that he must be killed and
on the third day be raised to life." Jesus
understood that his life would be required as a sacrifice for the sins of man.
At the height of his ministry and miracles, many Jews came to believe in Jesus as Messiah, the Son of God. Jewish
leaders feared Jesus because of his
growing followers. With the help of
Judas Iscariot, Roman soldiers arrested
Jesus and he was put on trial for claiming to be the king of the Jews. According to Roman law, the punishment for
rebellion against the king was death by
crucifixion.
The Roman governor Pontius Pilate was
reluctant when it came to the punishment for Jesus. Pilate could find no
wrong in Jesus, yet he wanted to give the people what they
wanted, and that was the death of Jesus. Pilate washed his
hands in front of the crowd to symbolize that he was not taking responsibility for the bloodshed of Jesus and then handed
Jesus over to be beaten and lashed. Jesus had a crown of
thorns thrust on his head and made to carry his cross along
the pathway to the hill where he would be crucified. The location of Jesus' crucifixion is known as Calvary, which is
translated from "a place of skull".
Crowds had gathered to mourn and watch Jesus' death. Jesus
was nailed to the cross between two criminals and his sides
pierced by a sword. While Jesus was mocked, one of the
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criminals asked Jesus to remember him and Jesus responded:
"Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise."
Jesus then looked to heaven and asked God to "forgive them,
for they do not know what they do." When taking his last
breath, Jesus spoke: "Father, into your hands I commit my
spirit...it is finished."
Extraordinary events marked the death of Jesus. The sky was
completely dark for three hours as Jesus hung on the cross.
At the moment of his last breath, the earth shook, the temple
curtain split from top to bottom, and the tombs of saints
opened and their bodies raised from the dead.
The crucifixion of Jesus was a part of God's plan from the
very beginning of the birth of Jesus. The sin of mankind
would require a sacrifice. The sinless life of Jesus was lived
and given so that man could receive salvation and eternal life
in heaven.

R ESURRECTION OF J ESUS
Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the foundation of the
Christian faith. Without the resurrection, the belief in God's
saving grace through Jesus is destroyed. When Jesus rose
from the dead, he confirmed his identity as the Son of God
and his work of atonement, redemption, reconciliation, and
salvation. The resurrection was a real,
literal, physical raising of Jesus’ body
from the dead.
Jesus was arrested, tried and found
guilty of claiming to be a king. His
body was hung on a cross between two
thieves. After his death, Jesus’ body
was wrapped in linen clothes and
placed in a tomb with a large stone
rolled across the opening. On the third
day, an early Sunday morning, Mary
Magdalene and another Mary came to
the tomb and found it empty. Sitting on
the rolled away stone was an angel of
the Lord who told them to not be afraid
because Jesus had risen. As the women
left to tell the disciples, Jesus Christ
met them and showed them his nail
pierced hands.
Both the Old and the New Testament speak of the truth of
the Jesus being raised from death - Jesus testified of his resurrection before he died on the cross and his disciples witnessed his body after the resurrection.
Below are
the Bible verses and Scriptures that both prophecize of the
resurrection and testify of its reality after Christ’s death.
T HIS ARTICLE CAN BE FOUND AT : HTTPS ://
WWW . BIBLESTUDYTOOLS . COM / BIBLE - STORIES / THE - EASTER BIBLE - STORY . HTML
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Holy Week Events
April 9 – 12, 2020
Mark your calendars for these special events!

This schedule is tentative to church resuming.

Maundy Thursday Communion Service
Thursday, April 9: 7:00 pm

Easter Weekend Services
Saturday, April 11, 5:00 pm
Sunday, April 12
Sunrise Service: 6:30 am
with Easter Breakfast following
Sunday School: 9:30 am
Easter Egg Hunt: 9:30 am
Easter Worship Service: 10:30 am

Resuming Church Activities
Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker issued a stay-at-home order
taking effect 5 p.m., Saturday, March 21, through
April 7 for all of Illinois. When this is lifted and safe,
Church will resume. To find out when, watch for it on
Facebook, emails, and by the prayer chain.

A RTICLES FROM L AYLEADERS
G ARY C OX
While we are apart from each other We are posting daily
devotions on Facebook each morning. We try to go live
each morning at 8 a.m. The broadcast is then available
on the page throughout the day or following days. Some
days the devotion may be pre-recorded but it will still be
released onto the page at 8 a.m.
The force of life is strong. Look around you. I have flowers coming up in the parts of my yard that have the worst
soil. I’m not a dandelion puller. We all know just how
tenacious they are. I let them bloom. (and I’m lazy)
God instilled us with great strength. I hope you tap into it
in these days. But remember even though we are physically isolated our church family is always one phone call,
one text message or one Face time session away.
Keep in touch!
There is strength in numbers even if that number is 2!
Psalm 121
I will lift up my eyes to the hills—
From whence comes my help?
2 My help comes from the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth.
3 He will not allow your foot to be moved;
He who keeps you will not slumber.
4 Behold, He who keeps Israel
Shall neither slumber nor sleep.
5 The Lord is your keeper;
The Lord is your shade at your right hand.

6 The sun shall not strike you by day,
Nor the moon by night.
7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil;
He shall preserve your soul.
8 The Lord shall preserve your going out and your coming
in From this time forth, and even forevermore.

J AN S EALS
As I begin to think about an article for the Lamplighter, I
had a moment of what can I say. But most of you know I
am seldom without something to say. I got to thinking
about how much this church means to me and its history
in my spiritual growth!
Tom and I came to Sparta in 1967. This community and
church embraced us. But, no they didn’t particularly
come to us, we had to make the steps to be a part of this
community and church. It meant volunteering to coach
Little League, joining a Sunday School class, singing in
Continued
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the choir, and work with the church youth. I could write
pages on how friends and acquaintances through these
experiences helped me to grow spiritually. We did find
out that in order to experience the best blessings in life
sometimes it required us to step out of our comfort zone.
So now we are at a new unknown...what is ahead and
how can we be spiritually fed during this new experience? What is God calling us to do? I can’t go to Sunday school, my community groups, choir, and etc. We
can do this church family! We have held up each other
for years, and we can do it now with this latest bump in
the road.
When I worked with youth we taught a “palms down,
palms up” prayer. When we are struggling or worrying
we make it palms down by turning it over to God. Then,
we turn our palms up and pray “what’s ahead?...take my
hand fill it and lead me!”
It’s hard times for our church and community. I think we
all have time to step back now, look up and pray “not
my will Father God, but Your will be done”. Change is
hard, but with change can come growth and development. Through this all we may find new ways to spread
the love of Christ and the love of a church family that
we did not know before because we were so comfortable
in the ways we have always done it.
It’s a palms up time...”God what do you have for us
now? Fill our hands and hearts so that we may use
them for your service.

C ARL H OLLAND
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 22:39b

First of all, I need to make a confession. I did not go out
and buy a bunch of toilet paper. Oh wait, I didn’t buy
anything. I am known as the worst shopper ever. I simply don’t like to shop for anything. My idea of the perfect
shopping trip is to go into the store, preferably when no
one else is in the store, get the one item I need and leave.
Sharon did not stock up on a large supply of toilet paper
or anything else for that matter.
Anyway, I think this is a time of great opportunity for
us. Let’s love our neighbors. Stay at home but keep an
eye on your neighbors. Call folks just to check on them.
I am getting better at reaching out when I just think of
someone in passing. When I just happen to randomly
think of someone, I look at it as a sign and I just give
them a call. I am amazed at how often that person says
they just needed a call. I keep mentioning calling and I
know that many of you prefer to texting and social media, but for me there is just something about the sound
of a human voice. The point is, reach out.
Last week, I was in the Sparta NAPA store buying parts
for the old truck (a.k.a. The Studebaker) I am working

P AGE 4

on with the help of Bob Taylor and Bill Mueller. We are
nearing the end of the project, and I was trying to get the
parts we needed before I sheltered at home. Rob, who works
at NAPA, told me I didn’t need to be coming in the store
and that if I needed additional parts during the next few
weeks, I should just call him and he would find the parts I
need and deliver them to me. That’s what friends and neighbors do. They look out for each other.
During this time, I would encourage you to worship. Read
Scripture and do a daily devotion. Find a worship service on
-line. Yesterday, Sharon and I watched a sermon on Facebook presented by Pastor Lynn Cheek of the Good Shepard
United Methodist Church in Thornton, Colorado. That’s the
church we attend when we visit our kids in Colorado. Check
out our church’s Facebook page and the devotions that are
presented there.
PRAY!
In closing, I would just like to ask, does anyone have extra
toilet paper?

A DMINISTRATIVE C OUNCIL M EETING
March 9, 2020, 7:00pm
Persons Attending: Jerry Haley, Mary Hauskins, Patti Cecil,
Gary Cox, Tanya Cowan, Denise Stone, Kathy Ruhmann,
Carl Holland, Brooke Gerlach, Linda Bird
The meeting began at 7:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor Jerry.
OLD BUSINESS: The minutes from the February meeting
were distributed and reviewed. Mary Hauskins moved to
accept the minutes. Brooke Gerlach seconded the motion.
The minutes were approved.

Church School Superintendent: Brooke Gerlach
On Sunday, March 8, five Sunday school children helped
with the Laundry mission. The recent Trivia Night was well
attended. On April 5th, an Easter movie will be shown for
the children after the church service. Pizza will be served.
On Easter morning, there will be an Easter Egg Hunt, either
outside or inside, depending on the weather.
Finance Committee: Carl Holland, Patti Cecil will be putting together a report to be put in the Lamplighter, showing
members a comparison of the church’s monthly financial
needs and the recent reality of incoming funds. As of
March, we are $7000 behind expenses for the year. October
18, 2020, there will be a consecration Sunday for all to reflect on our giving.
Treasurer: Patti Cecil pointed out that a category for Jr/Sr
High Sunday School was added to the budget. As of today,
after all bills have been paid, the checking account has
$2680.96. Every month extra funds are being paid on the
building loan payment. The monthly loan payment is
$1111+. As of this month, the remaining balance on the
loan is $134,428.58. A quick discussion followed about the
Continued
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category, “Mission Auction Meal.” Everyone agreed that this category could be combined with the “5th Sunday
Loose Change” category since both were meant for missions.
Financial Secretary: Linda Bird submitted reports showing giving by month and the giving toward the Capital
Campaign (building loan).
Youth: reported by Tanya Cowan, The Souper Bowl cook-off earned $477 for the youth toward their trip to Eureka Springs, Arkansas, July 5-11. There will be a fellowship meal on April 26. The youth will participate in a Youth
Retreat and Workday at Little Grassy the weekend of May 1-3.
Meal Ministry, NOW Comm: Mary Hauskins
No meals have been needed recently. The Secret Pals will be revealed in late April during worship. The Laundry
Mission was successful again.
Lay Leader: Carl Holland, Pastor Jerry will be taking vacation the last weeks of June. Jeremy Volkner and Carl
Holland will be giving the sermons during those Sundays.
Trustees: reported by Mary Hauskins & Pastor Jerry, The benches that the Trustees ordered have come in and
will be ready soon. Clint Peck has been working on the men’s restroom, making it suitable for storage. Cobwebs
that were noticed in the sanctuary have been removed. The outdoor sign lights were burned out, but have been
fixed. The Aramark contract was stopped in October. The cleaning service is being reviewed. A list will be prepared to specify to them what is expected to be done. A leak was reported in the Jr Classroom. Carl Holland agreed
to look at it. The crosses for Easter will be put up. Carl Holland will check with Dot Heuman.
UMW: Denise Stone, The next UMW meeting will be Tuesday, March 10. Alissa Haley will be talking about her
time with missions. UMC Sunday will be March 29 when Connie Weick, a China school teacher and missionary,
will be the guest speaker. April 3-4 will be the Cunningham Quilt Show. April 14 will be the Spring Banquet.
Pastor’s Report: Jerry Haley, Our church will be hosting the morning Lenten services for the community during
Holy week. Ray Ramsey has volunteered to organize the refreshments that will be needed each morning of the
week. Pastor Jerry will be giving the message on Friday morning. The evening Good Friday service will also be at
our church.
Carl Holland moved to adjourn. Linda Bird seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Next Meeting:

April 13 at 7:00 pm

Date

General
Budget

Capital
Campaign

Other

Total
For the
Week

Saturday Worship/
Sun Worship/
Sunday School

03.01.20

$5,068.63

$1,418.39

$139.72

$5,068.63

23/90/54

03.08.20

$2,875.53

$170.00

$3,385.99

$2,875.53

20/75/55

03.15.20

$4,575.21

$641.52

$350.02

$4,575.21

20/84/50

As of 3/16/2020

General Fund

$ 44,961.44 General Budget (excludes Cap. Campaign) Received Year to Date
$ 51,086.22 Expenses Received Year to Date
($6,124.78) Short
Capital Campaign Payments
January $5,421.02

February $2,277.90

Amount Due each Month $1,075.72

March $2,111.52

Total: $9,810.44
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H APPY B IRTHDAY
4/1

4/2

4/3
4/5
4/6
4/7
4/9
4/11
4/12
4/13

Sharon Holland
Samantha Loesing
Finn Peck
Lee Peck
Michael Schroeder
Ambrea Avery
Dayton Baue
Haydon Baue
Kerry Kloos
Nora Kloos
Patrick Kloos
Charlotte Sturtz
Savanna Phelps
Valerie Slaven
Theresa Patton
Don Ashley
Grace Cronin
Dakota Howard
Alex Zander
Abbey Miles

4/14
4/15
4/19
4/20
4/22
4/25
4/26
4/27
4/28
4/29

Shirley Haley
Angie Ramsey
Wendy Baue
Don Bixby
Shaun Rogers
Jim Burns
Tom Morrison
Jena Stine
Jacqueline Miesner
Doris Arnold
Allison Sheridan
Shawn Greenhill
Judy Koonce
Betty Robinson
Ray Ramsey
Melissa Castens
Barb Crain
Samuel Haury
Floyd Camp
Katie Gerlach

4/2
4/4
4/11
4/12
4/22
4/30

Greg & Chelsea McBride
Sam & Kim Hennrich
Shirley & Lee Trost
Chuck & Amy Kelley
Steve & Heather Dierks
Seth & Jenny McDowell
Patrick & Kodi Sheridan

P RAYERS OF THE P EOPLE
Each week on Monday a group from our church meets in the Parlor at 9:00 a.m. to send cards of welcome,
strength, and support as well as to pray for our congregation and for the needs of the church, you are more than
welcome to join them. Please join them in prayer. If you would like to be apart of the prayer chain please
call Elaine Hargis at 443-3205 or email her at ejhargis4@gmail.com. Always remember to update us with
any email changes.

Joys: Cody Cane and daughter Madelaine in church; Shawn & Megan Greehill expecting a baby boy
Concerns: Cameron White Family, Harry Denninger Family( Brother of Carol Ashley), Georgia Rezba, Don Ritter;

Autumn Peck, Ron Steen, heart Surgery; Family of Betty Rauch; Tom Sheeler; Scott Henley - death of sister; Tennessee
tornado victims, Family of Cassie Stuby, Victims of the coronavirus.

Words of Gratitude:

Just wanted to thank you for all the support you’ve given to
me. The White Family
To thank you for your kindness and sympathy at a time when it
was deeply appreciated.
The Family of Matt Wilson.
I want to thank the Mission Committee for the gift. This is
helping me out at this time. God Bless the Mission for the
work to help people out like me.
God Bless all of you. Willa Dietz
Pray for Someone
Pray for those people who are hurting and going
through some unimaginable circumstances.
Pray for those who want their lives to be better
and to be free from those things
that may be holding them back.
Even though you may not know them,
God knows their situation.
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Sunday Schedule
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Sunday

Office Hours:
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm
Phone (618) 443-3714
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com
Monday

Tuesday

7

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

8

9
7pm Maundy
Thursday

10
Good
Friday

11
5 pm
Worship

5 Palm Sunday

6

12 Easter Sunday
6:30 am Sunrise Service
Easter Breakfast
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
6:00pm Youth Group

13
14
8 am Garden Club
9 am Care & Share
7 pm Ad Council

15
6:15 am Men’s
Group
2:15 pm God’s
Gifts
7 pm Choir

16

17
Pastor
Jerry’s Day
Off

18
5 pm
Worship

19
8am Men’s Breakfast
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
6:00pm Youth Group

20
21
9 am Care & Share
6:00 pm Sorority

22
2:15 pm God’s
Gifts
Worship

23
Lamplighter
Deadline

24
Pastor
Jerry’s Day
Off

25
5 pm
Worship

26
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
Youth Group Spaghetti
Dinner

27
28
9 am Care & Share

29
6:15 am Men’s
Group
2:15 pm God’s
Gifts
7 pm Choir

30
9 am Mail out
Lamplighter

“ F OR I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU DECLARES THE L ORD ,
PLANS TO GIVE YOU A FUTURE AND A HOPE ”
J EREMIAH 29:11

Reflecting
The
Light of God!

W ERE ON THE W EB!
www.spartafumc.org
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A PRIL 2020 W OSRHIP S CHEDULE
Liturgist

Cindy Sickmeyer

Head Usher

Carl Holland

Ushers
04/05 Clayton & Tara Carmichael
Jim Sickmeyer, Dave Sickmeyer
04/12 Ray Ramsey, Jackie Miesner
Carol Kilman, Rosalie Chandler
04/19 Carl & Sharon Holland
Edith Huddleston, Joyce Camp
04/26 Jim & Carol Haury
Chris & Michelle Haury
Saturday Evening Worship
04/04 Brian Belcher & Rhonda Jones
04/11 Brian Belcher & Rhonda Jones
04/18 Larry Rosenthal & Kathy Ruhmann
04/25 Larry Rosenthal & Kathy Ruhmann
Acolytes
TBA

Audio/Visual Team
04/05 Sam Haury
04/12 Cormac Kloos
04/19 Eli Coop
04/26 Maggie Haury
Nursery
04/05 Cindy Sickmeyer
04/12 Wendy Baue
04/19 Mary Hauskins
04/26 Brooke Gerlach
Sunday Morning Snacks
Sign up sheet for April & May
Is in the entrance of the church.

