F IRST U NITED M ETHODIST C HURCH , S PARTA I LLINOIS

T HE L AMPLIGHTER
A PRIL 2022
April 10 Palm Sunday/Easter Egg Hunt
April 14 Maundy Thursday 6 pm Worship
Friday 15 Good Friday
6 pm Worship
April 16 No Saturday Night Worship
April 17 Easter Worship and Celebration
Sunrise Worship 6:30 am (Outside weather permitting)
Breakfast
7:30-8:30 am
Easter Worship 9:00 am
Palm Sunday also known as Passion Sunday-- is a celebration that commemorates and
honors Jesus Christ’s victorious entry into Jerusalem. It is an event that is mentioned in all the
four Gospels. It was a joyful occasion, as Jesus rode into Jerusalem as a conquering King, and
the people shouted His praises and worshiped Him as He deserves it.
Maundy Thursday-- Why is it called Maundy Thursday? The word Maundy comes from the
latin, ‘mandatum’, or ‘command’ which refers to the instructions Jesus gave his disciples at
the Last Supper. In many countries the day is known as Holy Thursday and is a public holiday.
Maundy Thursday is part of Holy Week and is always the last Thursday before Easter.
Good Friday--Good Friday is one of the most important days for Christians all around the
world. It takes place on a Friday just before Easter and is considered a day of mourning among
Christians keeping the Crucifixion of Jesus in mind. In some countries, Good Friday is also
known as ‘Holy Friday’, ‘Silent Friday’, ‘Easter Friday’ or ‘Great Friday’.
I NSIDE THIS ISSUE :

Confirmation 2022—Pastor Randy has been teaching a Confirmation
Class for the past 12 weeks. Our Confirmands have been learning
about the history of Christianity, the United Methodist Church and its
history, Jesus, our Salvation, and what it means to be a member of the
our local church. At our Easter Celebration we will be confirming
Collin Haury and Lane Robinson.
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P AGE 2

We’re good at planning! Give us a task force and a
project and we’re off and running! No trouble at all!
Going to the village and finding the colt, even
negotiating with the owners is right down our alley.
And how we love a parade! In the frenzy of celebration,
we gladly focus on Jesus and generously throw our
coats and palms in his path. And we can shout praise
loudly enough to make the Pharisees complain. It’s all good. It’s between parades that we
don’t do so well. From Sunday to Sunday we forget our hosanna. Between parades the
stones will have to shout because we don’t.

Between Parades by Ann Weems
In the world in which we live today, many “things” seem to draw us away from Jesus. As
the author of the poem says, we are good at celebrating the “big” days, Christmas and Easter;
but not so good are all the days in between. We have let society encroach on our worship
times. We complain about it. We don’t know why it has to be so. My thoughts are, where
was all the complaining when it first started happening? Why did we not stand up and make
our stances known? Why did we give in so easily? We seem to worship other “gods”,
instead of the one true God! Now we wring our hands and lament “the good ole days”.
We Christians, can be, a whiney lot, at times.
Jesus came into this world, knowing full well what the ending to his story would be. He
came knowing that he was God’s final effort to reconcile us back to God himself. He came
to teach us about a life filled with abundance and love for our neighbors. We catch a glimpse
of what he preached sometimes, but more than not, we completely miss the mark. We simply
do not understand our care to understand what Jesus was trying to teach us about
God Almighty.
And so, we celebrate, the glorious day of Easter. Our churches will have a higher
attendance. We will bask in the songs and scriptures. Everyone in worship will be filled with
joy and full of smiles. Knowing full well that come next Sunday it will be back to normal
and the struggle will continue. My friends, let us celebrate the joy of the Risen Christ with
all the gusto we can muster. But let us also, find the times “between parades” just as
important. Remember that God loves us and provides us with life abundant, but it is up to us
to share that love and live abundantly!
May you and your family have a blessed Easter!

Pastor Randy
Cell: 217-520-5267
Email: Rmcgeehon@gmail.com

P AGE 3

T HE L AMPLIGHTER

Greetings in the name of the Risen Savior,
In Peggy Noonan’s book, When Character Was King, she states, “the story of the cross is
that God intended it just for you”. Isn’t that a comforting thought, when Christ was on the
cross dying his sacrifice was intended for you. That’s why we celebrate the great day of
Easter. Christ broke our chains that bound us to sin and death. He is risen!
He is risen indeed!
The year 2022 has been a challenging year thus far. We are dealing with a possible schism
in our denomination. The country of Ukraine has been forced into a war to defend its freedom
and its country. There are whispers of a world war and a nuclear war. A new variant of Covid
has reared its ugly head. Our world is rapidly changing; and our lives could change forever.
There was also another event in history that changed our lives forever. What was it? It was
Christ dying on a cross to save humanity. It was God reaching out with the ultimate sacrifice,
his only Son, that we might have eternal life.
My friends, we can find hope in the story of the Cross. It is a story of wonder and majesty, that
God intended just for you. He knows you intimately. He knows the number of hairs on your
head. He knows the deepest reaches of your heart and soul. You are fiercely and
wonderfully made in his image.
As we celebrate the glorious day of Easter 2022, let us remember the story.
The story that was intended just for you.
Holy Week Schedule
Maundy Thursday Worship
Good Friday Worship
No Saturday Evening Service
Easter Worship and Celebration
Sunrise Worship
Breakfast
Easter Worship & Communion

6:00 pm.
6:00 pm.
6:30 am (outside weather permitting)
7:30-8:30 am
9:00 am.

We are suggesting to you to direct your Easter Response to either, The Ukrainian Relief
effort, Twigs (Summer Lunch Program for kids), or our Church budget. If you do not
designate your contribution will be divided between the two. Please use envelope
provided with this lamplighter for your Easter Response.
God’s richest blessingsPastor Randy

P AGE 4

F IRST U NITED M ETHODIST C HURCH

We will be having a Easter Egg Hunt on
April 10 after morning worship. It is for
children thru 6th grade. Please remember to
bring a basket or something to hold the
eggs that you find.
It should be an eggmazing time!

Mark your calendar VBS is set for June 20-24
from 9am until 12. It is going to be a great
week of Bible story, music, crafts and playtime.
VBS is for any children ages 4 thru 6th grade.

We are looking for volunteers for VBS.
So please if there is any way that you can
help it would be greatly appreciated.
If you have any questions please call Brooke
Gerlach at 618-443-7793

Missions for April : We will be collecting Money for

Bath Towels

T HE L AMPLIGHTER

P AGE 5

Administrative Council Meeting
March 14, 2022 6:00pm
Persons Attending:
Randy McGeehon, Jeremy Volkmar, Kathy
Ruhmann, Carl Holland, Dot Heuman, Patti Cecil,
Mary Hauskins, Jan Seals, Autumn Peck, Gary Cox
The meeting began at 6:00 pm with a prayer by
Pastor Randy.
OLD BUSINESS:
The minutes from the February meeting were
reviewed by all. Dot Heuman moved to accept the
minutes. Autumn Peck seconded the motion. The
minutes were approved.
NOW Committee: Dot Heuman
Cards have been sent out. The Grief Share program
is going well. This month bar soap is being collected
for the Back to School program.
Meal Ministry: Mary Hauskins
No meals have been delivered this month. If anyone
knows someone who would benefit from meals
delivered to them, please let Mary know.
Music Director: Gary Cox
Gary suggested that we plan a fellowship night – a
hymn sing and karaoke night – to celebrate the new
Clavinova. After some discussion, it was decided
that Gary and others of his choice will plan a musical
evening for May 11 at 6:00pm.
Evangelism: Jan Seals
Jan has ideas to begin more evangelism events for
our church. She will gather a committee and discuss
plans.

Treasurer: Patti Cecil
Everyone reviewed the treasurer’s report and an extra
report of profit and loss prepared by Patti. Our
capital fund continues to be steadily paying down our
building loan, which now stands at $90,594.77.
However, our general fund continues to fall short of
our proposed budget for the year. Carl moved to
accept the treasurer’s report, pending future audit.
Autumn Peck seconded the motion. The treasurer’s
report was accepted, pending future audit. This
year’s audit has been completed.
Patti noted that the mission of Jacques Akasa Umembudi is no longer viable. We will begin to sponsor a
physician in Nepal instead.

Finance, Lay Leader: Carl Holland
The men’s breakfast group will meet this Sunday. A
letter from the finance committee will go to the
congregation this week, explaining our financial
difficulties. The Finance Committee will have more
discussions of necessary change, which will lead to
recommendations to the Ad Council.
Pastor’s Report: Randy McGeehon
There have been some issues with TVs not working.
Joel Finley came in to review problems. He made
some recommendations for updating our connections. As for streaming our Sunday services, we
were advised that we needed streaming software.
When we tried to order this, it was learned that the
“chip” that is needed, cannot be acquired at this time.
Therefore Pastor Randy is looking for other solutions
to the problem.
The Easter letter (and envelope) will be included in
the newsletter this month, instead of a separate
mailing, to save on postage costs. The Easter
offering will be split between the general fund, the
Ukraine, and TWIGS (the school summer lunch
program).

It was suggested that we have an Easter breakfast.
This prompted a discussion as to whether we would
have an Easter sunrise service. The Worship
Committee will meet soon to discuss Easter morning
services.
OTHER BUSINESS:
Carl Holland noticed in the February minutes it was
suggested that the streaming solution be paid with
evangelism funds. Carl felt it should be paid with
actual funds, rather than budgeted items. Mary
Hauskins moved that funds for any streaming
software should not come from evangelism funds,
but from memorial funds or from trustees funds.
Autumn Peck seconded the motion. The motion
carried. When the appropriate software is found,
actual funds from the memorial or trustee accounts
will be considered.
Autumn Peck moved to adjourn. Mary Hauskins
seconded the motion. The motion carried. The
meeting was adjourned.
Next Meeting:

April 11 at 6:00 pm

F IRST U NITED M ETHODIST C HURCH

If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain please call
Elaine Hargis at 443-3205 or email her at hargis4@gmail.com.
Always remember to update us with any email changes.

H APPY B IRTHDAY
4/1
4/2
4/5
4/6
4/9
4/13
4/19
4/20
4/22
4/25
4/26
4/27
4/28
4/29

Sharon Holland
Finn Peck
Lee Peck
Kerry Kloos
Nora Kloos
Patrick Kloos
Randy McGeehon
Theresa Patton
Grace Cronin
Abbey Miles
Jim Burns
Jacqueline Miesner
Doris Arnold
Allison Sheridan
Shawn Greenhill
Judy Koonce
Betty Robinson
Melissa Castens
Samuel Haury
Floyd Camp
Katie Gerlach

Joys– All you who journey with Jesus through Lent, trade
your tears for joy, and your past for God’s future. Give your
best gifts freely to those who long for God’s peace.
Prayers- Kelly Vaughn, Carolyn McKinney, Tim Beattie,
Shelly Robinson, our 2022 Conformation Class, The people
of Ukraine, Bishop Frank J. Beard, our Church, our denomination, our country, our world.
Words of Gratitude:
Thanks to all of you at Sparta Methodist Church for the
notes, cards, valentines, and of course the sweets. All are
welcome to my house. The special delivery of such and
conversation I appreciated also.
God Bless Sincerely Betty Slavens.

Methodist Women, Thank you very much for the nice
funeral dinner you gave us. You blessed us greatly. It made
a very difficult day a little easier, as we ate and shared
memories. The Family of Edith Huddleston.

H APPY A NNIVERSARY
4/2
4/11
4/21
4/30

Greg & Chelsea McBride
Shirley & Lee Trost
Brad & Rita Sickmeyer
Patrick & Kodi Sheridan

Date

P AGE 6

Dear Friends of Sparta UMC Choir, Thank you so much
for the memorial of 10 Bibles for my mom. She would
have appreciated that. She really loved to join in when she
came to visit. You are our family and we really appreciate
your love & support at this time. Love Sandy & Family.

Other

Total For

Sat/Sun/Online/
Sunday School

General

Capital

Budget

Campaign

03.06.22

$4,808.52

$540.00

$1,111.50

$6,460.02

18/54/30/23

03.13.22

$3,652.71

$471.51

$724.75

$4,848.97

17/42/24/29

03.20.22

$3,259.05

$340.00

$307.10

$3,906.15

14/72/25/34

03.27.22

$5,015.58

$303.39

$693.00

$6,011.97

16/56/?/35

the Week

Total for Year to Date for General Budget: $46,145.64

Offering envelopes are in the office. Please contact Linda Bird to get yours.

“For I know the plans
I have for you declares
the Lord, plans to give
you a future and a
hope”
Jeremiah 29:11

A PRIL 2022

T HE L AMPLIGHTER
Saturday Schedule
5:00 pm Worship
Sunday Schedule
9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours:
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm
Phone (618) 443-3714
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

9

4
6 pm Trustee

5

6
7
6 pm NOW Comm 6:30 pm Grief
7 pm Choir
Share

8

10 Palm Sunday
Praise Kids Practice
9 am Confirmation
Daylight savings time

11
8 am Garden Club
6 pm Ad Council

12

13
7 pm Choir

15 Good 16
Friday
6:pm
Worship

17 Easter Sunday
6:30 Sunrise Service
7:30 Easter Breakfast
9:00 Easter Worship
Confirmation

18

19

20
21
6 pm NOW Comm 6:30 pm Grief
7 pm Choir
Share
Lamplighter
Information

22

23

24

25

26

27
7 pm Choir
Administration
Professional Day

29

30

3

Lent 5

Praise Kids Practice
9 am Confirmation
6 pm Youth

Praise Kids Practice

14 Maundy
Thursday
6 pm Worship
6:45pm Grief
Share

28
6:30 pm Grief
Share
Lamplighter
Mailed out

Reminders:
Prayer for the People of Ukraine
10 MARCH 2022 - BY KINGSCOURT PARISH

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or
afraid, that you will be close to them and protect them. We pray for world
leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices. We
pray for the world; that in this moment of crisis, we may reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need. May we walk in your ways so
that peace and justice become a reality for the people of Ukraine and for
all the world. Amen.

Reflecting
The
Light of God!
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Worship Teams for April 2022
Liturgist Cindy Sickmeyer
Head Usher Janet Gerlach
Ushers
04/03 Lee & Jamie Peck
04/10 Bob & Delma Odom
04/17 Carl & Sharon Holland
04/24 Ray & Julie Heil
Acolytes
04/03 Aiden & Andru Stine
04/10 Jaxon & Layla Miles
04/17 Jake Greenhill & Eva Sickmeyer
04/24 Wyatt & Zoe Peck

First United Methodist Church

