
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ,  SPARTA ILLINOIS 

AUGUST 2020 

THE LAMPLIGHTER 

Sunday Worship Services at 9:00 am and 10:30 am. 

What you can Expect:  

Guidelines: 

† Disinfecting before each service. 

† Mask required.  (If you don’t have one, they are available at the church.) 

† Social distancing required inside. 

† No singing or responsive reading by congregation. 

 We are doing all we can to make sure that our congregation and guests are safe as we 
worship together.  State and conference guidelines are being followed. 

 

Sunday School Material 

As of now since we are not having Sunday school. I have decided to cut back on 
the numbers of Adult Sunday School books we order. We have only ordered 40 
student books and NO teacher books. On August 8th I am holding a book pick up 
from 9am-10:30 for any person who wishes to read the book on their own, I will 
be sitting under the pavilion. If you are unable to drive to pick it up please call 
Brooke at 618-443-7793 and I will deliver it you. If we run out of the first order 
we can always order more, I just didn't a bunch sitting around collecting dust. All 
children Sunday School class material has been cancelled for now!  

College Bound 
Do you have a child that is college bound this year? 
Please notify the office so that we can add them to our list of college students . 
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“Don’t change yourselves to be like the people of this 
world, but let God change you inside with a new way of 
thinking.  Then you will be able to understand and accept 
what God wants for you.  You will be able to know what is 
good and pleasing to him and what is perfect.”    
     Romans 12:2-4 (ERV) 
 

Change. Change comes to us in many forms.  Our thoughts, 
our deeds, our reactions, but none the less, no matter what 
form it is in, it is still CHANGE!  And we don’t like 
change do we? At least most of us don’t like it. 
 
Change is a natural force in our lives.  Change causes fric-
tion because of the movement or direction it goes in.  Have 
I mentioned many of us do not like it? Why don’t we like 
it, because it makes us stop and think, to evaluate, to deter-
mine how it impacts us.  We United Methodist say… 
“We’ve always done it this way before.”  We don’t give 
ourselves a chance to try anything other than the status quo.  
What change really does is it assaults our comfort zone, 
with a new idea that might not make us comfortable. Roy 
T. Bennettt says, “It’s only after you’ve stepped outside 
your comfort zone that your begin to change, grow, and 
transform.” 
  
Change, grow and transform? What! I do not want to 
change, grow or transform!! If we look at the scripture at 
the top of this article we begin to see that “God will change 
you inside with a new way of thinking.” In our change, 
there is God.  He is helping us to know and recognize 
“what is good and pleasing to him and what is perfect.” 
  
What we need to do now is pay attention; to truly be a life-
long learner.  To become part of something that is God 
made, God instigated.  It might not be something we are 
comfortable with, or even something we think needs to be 
done.  But it is of God, and because of that we should pay 
attention. 
 
Our church, Sparta First UMC, needs to step outside of our 
comfort zone so that we can discern, change, grow and 
transform.  Why? So that we can impact this corner of 
God’s kingdom here on earth.  If we don’t we will no long-
er be relevant, and the world will pass us by.  A wise old 
sage once put it this way… “Do not be afraid of changing; 
be afraid of not changing.” 

 

Blessings 

Pastor Randy 

 

Ad Council, July 13, 2020 

Worship chair, Dot Heuman 

After the May council meeting, I, as worship chairper-
son, was asked by Tanya Cowan and Carl Holland, to 
work along with Gary Cox, as music director, to deter-
mine when and how to resume worship services for our 
church.  

We read the (Illinois) state and (IGRC) conference 
guidelines over and over in order to understand what we 
should and should not do. These were all medically 
based directives, which, if you have now attended a ser-
vice you have been introduced to. Wear a mask to avoid 
spreading water vapor that could contain the virus; prac-
tice social distancing of 6 feet from others if you are not 
of the same household; wipe down any surfaces that 
have been touched, such as door handles, light switches, 
and including bathroom facilities. 

It was somewhat overwhelming to say the least. Our two
-part goal was to keep people safe while arranging to 
meet together once again for worship. We met with both 
Pastor Jerry and Pastor Randy; we included and received 
support from Jan Seals, Bill Mueller and Doug Baue of 
the trustees, Larry Schupbach for sound equipment, and 
others.  

Eventually a plan came together to have an outdoor ser-
vice on June 21 and June 28. These were both well at-
tended. Then the state of Illinois moved into another 
phase of opening which allowed us to plan for inside 
services. However, we were now faced with cleaning 
and dis-infecting all the inside, maintaining that cleanli-
ness, and limiting the number of people attending. Our 
bishop was recommending a limit of 50 or of 25% of our 
capacity. Since we were concerned about social distanc-
ing we decided to have two Sunday morning services, 
one at 9:00 am, and one at 10:30. Consequently, you 
were instructed to indicate your preference for attending 
so as not to over reach our limit. This seems to have 
worked, having had services on July 5 and July 12.   

We will continue to look at how the services are work-
ing, what is working well, and what may need to be ad-
justed. We ask your patience and your cooperation. As 
the state guidelines change, our conference and local 
guidelines can change.  

I would like to thank everyone on the committee and all 
the others who have helped to make this happen. Gary 
for arranging the music, Carl for enlisting ushers and 
traffic directors, Larry and helpers for moving equip-
ment and getting it set up, Pastor Randy for helping to 
secure cleaning and sanitation supplies. And, thanks to 
everyone else who is being mindful of protecting others 
from the Covid-19 virus.  

Again, I ask for your patience and your cooperation. 
Dot Heuman, Worship Chair 
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Administrative Council Meeting 

July 13, 2020 at 7:00pm 

Persons Attending:  Randy McGeehon, Tanya Cowan, 
Dot Heuman, Denise Stone, Gary Cox, Jan Seals, Bill 
Mueller, Mary Hauskins, Kathy Ruhmann  
 

The meeting began at 7:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor 
Randy. 

 

Old Business 
The March minutes were reviewed.  Because of a mix-up 
during the quarantine, these had not been approved pre-
viously.  After reviewing, Dot Heuman moved to accept 
the March minutes.  Mary Hauskins seconded the mo-
tion.  The March minutes were approved.  The June 
minutes were reviewed as well.  Mary Hauskins moved 
to accept the June minutes.  Dot Heuman seconded the 
motion.  The June minutes were approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Patti Cecil by Tanya Cowan: The 
treasurer’s report shows that the checking account has a 
balance of $24,447.77.  The building loan is now at 
$127,219.37.   
 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  Linda Bird (by Tanya 
Cowan) The financial secretary’s reports compared last 
year’s giving to this year.  Offerings are still less than 
last year, but we continue to pay bills on time. 
 

Meal Ministry, NOW Comm: Mary Hauskins: Meals are 
being taken to Pastor Randy for about a week as he re-
covers at home from his recent hospital stay.   
The “Back to School—Lookin’ Cool” event has been 
canceled.  The Dental Safari group was not able to come 
during these quarantine times.  There are still some laun-
dry packets left from the mission at the Laundry mats in 
town so they will be distributed again at the laundry 
mats.  During the Sunday services on Aug 9, all school 
personnel and students will receive a “blessing” for the 
upcoming school year. 
 

UMW: Denise Stone: The next UMW district meeting 
will be held online the last Saturday in September.  Den-
ise will attend an executive meeting July 25th. 
 

Trustees: Bill Mueller: A radon test must be redone.  
Mary and Dave Hauskins and Carol Haury painted one 
of the old restrooms to prepare it for storage.  A lock will 
be added.  Mary and Dave Hauskins and Carol Haury 
also painted over the green wall in the pastor’s office.  
We were reminded that the new benches on the play-
ground area are being used frequently. 
 

Worship Committee: Dot Heuman: After the May coun-
cil meeting, a committee with Dot Heuman, Tanya Cow-
an, Carl Holland, and Gary Cox began to prepare for the 
possibilities of in-person church.  There were many 
guidelines to follow with safety the main concern.  We 
began with the outdoor services, which were well attend-
ed.   Then there were more guidelines to deal with as we 
began to have church services indoors.  More changes 

are inevitable as we progress through this quarantine time, 
but we will continue to keep our services as safe as possi-
ble.  Many thanks to all the people who have helped to 
make this happen. 
 

Lay Member to Annual Conference: Jan Seals/ Gary Cox 
The Conference will be Aug 15 and will be held online.  
Jan suggested we pray for our church and for all churches 
in the country. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Randy McGeehon 
Pastor Randy gave us an update on his recent hospital stay 
and is glad to now have a primary doctor.  He thanked 
everyone for their friendliness and for the food that’s been 
offered.  He will not be available on Aug 14-15 since he 
will performing a wedding for friends that weekend.   
 

NEW BUSINESS:   
Dot Heuman asked that Pastor Randy review the policy 
for wedding charges that was instituted on September 17, 
2017.     
 

There was some discussion about access to the building 
and it was decided that paid staff should have keys.  The 
trustees are asked to review the thermostat settings. 
 

There was discussion about how the church services are 
going now that we’ve moved to indoor services.  Most 
people feel very safe with the present guidelines that are 
being followed.  There was some question about how 
many services are needed and whether Saturday night ser-
vice should resume.  With numbers in the twenties and 
thirties for the services on Sunday, it seems appropriate to 
continue with just the two Sunday morning services until 
Labor Day and then re-evaluate.  Jan Seals so moved and 
Denise Stone seconded the motion.  All agreed.  Until La-
bor Day, the Sunday services at 9am and 10:30am will 
continue, unless guidelines change again.  Also, at this 
time, reservations for Sunday services are not required.  
We have room for all that want to attend. 
 

Mary Hauskins moved to adjourn.  Denise Stone seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried. The meeting closed with 
a prayer by Pastor Randy. Next Meeting: August 10 at 
7:00 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Kathy Ruhmann 

 

The UM Men built a wagon for Little Grassy!  

 
Thanks, 
Dave Hargis, 
Carl Holland, 
Bill Mueller, 
Dave Sickmeyer 
and Bob Taylor! 



08/01 Ray Heil 
08/03 Emily Shook 
08/06 Lynox Glodo 
08/06 Danielle Haley 
08/06 Chelsea McBride 
08/06 Tracy Parker 
08/06 Ron Woodworth 
08/07 Josh McBride 
08/08 Steven Taylor 
08/09 Tammy Cowan 
08/09 Angie Hall 
08/09 Katie Peck 
08/09 Chad Sturtz 
08/10 David Castens 
08/10 Dena Carol Kilman 
08/11 Bonnie Bardo 
08/11 Mike Cundiff 
08/11 Kirk Henley 
08/13 Julia Heil 
08/13 Curt Holland 
08/13 Lindsey Shinn 
08/14 Adelaide Deppe 
08/14  Stephanie McFadden 
08/14 Adriana Sheridan 
08/15 Jeanette Burns 
08/15 Parker Haskenhoff 
08/16 Jane Schupbach 
08/17 Jonathan Norton 
08/17 Catalina Kulikova 
08/18 Amanda Renner 
08/19 Victoria Kelley 
08/20 Larry Beattie 
08/21 Chris Brooks 
08/21 Christopher Brooks 
08/22 Wade Peck 
08/24 Sharon Runge 
08/25 Cody Cane 
08/25 Quyn Glodo 
08/25 Henry Schupbach 
08/26 Morgan Pacheco 
08/27 Pat Pillers 
08/27 Janet Treece 
08/27 Linda Upschulet 
08/28 Kenny Heaton 
08/29 Nancy Ashley 
08/30 John D. Cundiff 
08/30 Sue Morrison 
08/30 Matthew Parker 
08/30 Molly Thompson 
08/31 Justin Baird 
08/31 Kelby Burns 

Each week on Monday a group from our church meets in the Parlor at 9:00 a.m. to 
send cards of welcome, strength, and support as well as to pray for our congregation 
and for the needs of the church, you are more than welcome to join them.  Please 
join them in prayer.  If you would like to be apart of the prayer chain please call 
Elaine Hargis at 443-3205 or email her at ejhargis4@gmail.com. Always remem-

ber to update us with any email changes. 

Joys: Congratulations to  
Shawn & Megan Greenhill on baby boy Klay Thom-
as Greenhill born 07/10/2020 

 
 
 
Congratulations Peyton Manker on winning the 
2020 Stuck At Prom Duck Brand Tape Prom Dress 
Contest.  
 

Concerns: The Family of Jack Becker, Tom Seals, 
The family of Deb Schroders father-in-law, Tom 
Seals, Charlie Bird, Pastor Randy McGeehon,  
Rising cases of Covid 19 
 
 
 

 
 

Words of Gratitude:  
Thank you for food, cards, notes, and prayers. Pastor Randy McGeehon 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

08/03 Kenny & Debbie Baird 
08/12 Arlen & Rose Walters 
08/16 Carl & Sharon Holland 
08/16 David & Betty Robinson 
08/19 Marcel & Leslie Prestel 
08/20 Dave & Jean Hargis 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
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Date General 

Budget 

Capital 

Campaign 

Other Total  

For the  

Week 

Attendance 

07/12/20 $5,040.36 $699.02 $39.22 $5,040.36 56 

07/19/20 $1,775.33 $417.50 $15.00 $1,775.33 51 

07/26/20 $3,747.05 $468.39 $39.22 $3,747.05 61 

Year to Date: $113,794.15 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

1 
 

2 
9:00 am Worship 
10:30 am Worship 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
6:15 am Men’s 
Group 
6 pm NOW Comm  
 

6 
 
 
 

7 
 

8 
 
 
 

9 
9:00 am Worship 
10:30 am Worship 

10 
7 pm Ad Council 
     

11 
7pm UMW 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
9:00 am Worship 
10:30 am Worship 
 
 

17 
 

18 19 
6:15 am Men’s 
Group 

20 
Lamplighter 
Deadline 

21 
 

22 
Fellowship 
Hall in use 
 
 

23 
9:00 am Worship 
10:30 am Worship 

24 
 

25 26 27 
9 am Mail out 
Lamplighter 

28 29 

30 
9:00 am Worship 
10:30 am Worship 

31      

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

Office Hours:  
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm 
Phone (618) 443-3714 
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com       

SAVE THE DATES: 

 “FOR  I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU DE-

CLARES THE LORD , PLANS TO GIVE YOU  

A FUTURE AND A HOPE”  

JEREMIAH 29:11  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIzvOthezYAhWQ61MKHeonBIEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstmarkssouthborough.org%2Fash-wednesday%2F&psig=AOvVaw2SRlZVDeJzd4kqV7jU14Zd&ust=1516726524185824


First United Methodist Church 
600 W. University 
Sparta, IL 62286 
 
 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone: (618) 443-3714 
Church Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com 
 
 

Dated Material - Mailed Out on  July 30,2020 

Reflecting  

The 

 Light of God! 

Audio/Visual Volunteers Needed 
Would you like to volunteer for the Audio/
Visual Team? We are looking for volunteers of 
any age to help with this team of worship. An-
yone interest can contact the church office by 
phone 443-3714 or by email sparta-
fumc@yahoo.com. Reminder: there are two 
worship services on Sundays, let us know if 
you can do both or just one.  If you are on this 
team please let us know if you can not  volun-
teer that day, or if you need taken off the 
schedule permanently.   
Thank you. 
First United Methodist Church 

Liturgist Tanya Cowan 
    
Head Usher   Carl Holland 
 
Ushers 
08/02 Carl & Sharon Holland 
 Jackie Miesner, Joyce Camp 
08/09 Jim & Carol Haury 
 Chris & Michelle Haury 
08/16 Frank & Sharon Beckley 
 Marty & Theresa Patton 
08/23 Tom & Jan  Seals 
 Bob & Delma Odom 
08/30 Warren Gerlach Family 
 
Audio/Visual Team 
08/02 Claire Baue 
08/09 Morgan Coop 
08/16 Kelsey Cowan 
08/23 Olivia Haskenhoff 
08/30 Sam Haury 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 2020 WOSRHIP SCHEDULE 

On Facebook:  

Sparta First United Methodist Church 

W ERE  ON  THE  W EB !   

www.spartafumc.org 
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