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T HE L AMPLIGHTER
A UGUST 2022
New email for the church:
spartafumc600@gmail.com
Blessing of the Backpacks will be held on Sunday
August 14, 2022. We ask for all children to bring
there backpacks with them that morning to be blessed.

We will be starting another
GreifShare Group on Thursday
August 25, 2022. This group will
meet every Thursday at 6:30 pm
through November 17, 2022. This
group will meet in the Parlor.
If you have any further questions call
Dot Heuman or Pastor Randy.
I NSIDE THIS ISSUE :

The Chosen Study Season 2 is
coming soon. The date is
Tuesday September 20, 2022 at
6:00 pm in the Parlor.
Mark your calendars!!
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In Season 1 of The Chosen, Jesus and the
disciples are on the way to Jerusalem. Along
the way Jesus changes the route and heads
toward Samaria. This change makes the journey
a shorter one, but more hazardous. Of course,
the disciples complain about this route being
different. Jesus’ reply is “Get used to
different.” I know this quote is not in the
bible, but bear with me. But as I watched this
episode it made me think how different things
became after Jesus’ time on this earth.
Let’s look at what
Jesus came to do in
this world. John
3:17 says, “For God
did not send his Son
into the world to
condemn the world,
but in order that the
world might be
saved through him.”
For this to happen, change was necessary. God
sent his son so that the world and our
relationship with God might be made right. We
were not and are not doing everything we can
to be the person God wants us to be. We get
comfortable. We get lazy. We make a choice
not be challenged or to change in many areas of
our life. Great things never come from our
comfort zone.

Remember Jesus came and started to make
changes in many areas of life. Our strict
inherence to the Jewish Law (think religious
rules). He changed how we thought about
societal classes. He told us what we must do
(change) to have a relationship with God, our
Father. The story of the rich young ruler is an
example of this. In essence, he came and
turned the world and its thoughts and rules
upside down. He made changes! (gasp)
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So, as we follow the one who came to this
world to change it and to change us, how do we
square in our mind to not make a change. I’m
not talking about change for change sake, but to
truly decide to make a change, so we can be
more effective in our journey following Christ.
Change is looking forward through the
windshield and not in the rearview mirror. The
rearview mirror is the past, looking forward is
the future.
It is an undeniable fact that change is
difficult and challenging. What happens when
things change? Friction! We do not like
friction in our lives, but my friends, friction is
unavoidable in life. Most of the time, the
change we complain about is minuscule to the
bigger picture of following Christ. We do not
want to change because the unknown makes us
fearful. But we know who controls the
unknown! God himself!!
The world in which we live is certainly
different after the Covid Pandemic. We have
faced many challenges to how we use to do
things, both in our lives and in the church. Can
I get an Amen! But change is necessary for any
forward movement. Yes, we have always done
it that way before. The mantra that comes so
easily to many of us. But without change we
become stagnant and set in our ways.
Following Jesus Christ is a life changing
experience. John 16:33 tells us…
“In this world you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world.”
To end, let’s go back top the quote from the
series The Chosen: “Get used to different”. We
all struggle with change in our lives and
routines. We are followers of a “Changer”. So
why do expect not to have change in our lives.

Blessings Pastor Randy
Cell: 217-520-5267
Email: Rmcgeehon@gmail.com
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Administrative Council Meeting
July 11, 2022, 6:00pm
Carl Holland (Acting Chairperson)
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Gary Cox and Kathy Ruhmann will substitute when
needed.

Finance, Lay Leader: Carl Holland, Since we are
still running $1000 short of our weekly budget, but still
Persons Attending: Randy McGeehon, Patti Cecil,
Carl Holland, Mary Hauskins, Jan Seals, Autumn Peck, paying all bills, it would be wise to have a contingency
plan. After some discussion, Jan Seals moved to borBrooke Gerlach,
row money from the Trustee Fund to pay bills in case
The meeting began at 6:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor of an emergency. Brooke Gerlach seconded the moRandy.
tion. The motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS: The minutes from the June meeting Treasurer: Patti Cecil, Pattie Cecil presented the most
were reviewed by those present. Brooke Gerlach
recent treasurer’s report. All bills are paid and the
moved to approve the minutes. Autumn Peck seconded checking account stands at $6,256.16.
the motion. The minutes were approved as presented.
Autumn Peck moved to adjourn. Brooke Gerlach
Church School Superintendent, Missions: Brooke
seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned. The
Gerlach, Vacation Bible School was successful! They next meeting is August 8 at 6:00pm.
had fourteen children in attendance every day. The
Youth group will be collecting all old Sunday School
Choir rehearsal will resume on August 24th this
material and donate to “Love Packages” for use.
year. I would like to remind everyone that the choir
Evangelism, Annual Conf: Jan Seals, The viewing
is open to all. It is an open and affirming group!
and discussions of “The Chosen” went well. There
There are so many benefits to attending and
were 15-16 people in attendance each week. Everyone
participating in choir. We sing. We laugh. We
is looking forward to Season 2 in the fall. We’re also
pray together.
looking into beginning another “Grief Share” group in
the fall.
Like most groups in this ongoing/post pandemic age
Meal Ministry: Mary Hauskins, After reaching out to we are struggling to maintain out momentum. Please
consider joining us or encouraging someone you
a few members that might need meals, none were reknow to attend. They will not regret it. It feels good
quested at this time. A local mission was approved to
to sing. It is a joy to praise the Lord in song. And
send money for a medical bill using fifth Sunday
we find comfort in the ‘song bites’ that stay with us
change.
during the rest of the week replaying in our head.
NOW Comm: Pastor Randy for Dot Heuman
They come to us in moments of joy or sorrow.
The “Back to School, Lookin’ Cool” program that is
The concern I hear most often from potential choir
July 30 is ready to go.
members is that they don’t feel their voice is
Worship Committee: Autumn Peck, The members of
adequate but God uses what we have and multiplies
the Worship Committee conducted both a paper survey
it. Moses was an unlikely leader as was David and
and verbal surveys with members of our congregation.
the boy whose lunch fed 5000. As one of my
The consensus was that we will remain keeping the
favorite songs states; God uses people that will give
offering plate by the door and Sunday worship services
him all no matter how small you all may seem to you
will continue to begin at 10:00am.
because little becomes much as you place it in the
master’s hands
Trustees: Carl Holland, The work will begin soon on
the updating of lights through the agreement with
I thank you for your prayerful consideration. Gary
Ameren.
S/PPRC: Pastor Randy for Kathy Ruhmann
We have a volunteer schedule for August and September for office workers until we find a new church secretary. Thank you to all those volunteering. Kathy Ruhmann will be putting together the monthly Lamplighter.
Rhonda Jones will be designing the weekly Power
Point to display on the TVs during worships services.
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Prayer Chain If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain
please call Elaine Hargis at 443-3205 or email her
at hargis4@gmail.com. Always remember to update us with any email changes.

H APPY B IRTHDAY
08/01 Ray Heil
Isla Schwartz
08/06 Chelsea McBride
08/06 Ron Woodworth
08/09 Tam Cowan
08/09 Katie Peck
08/10 David Castens
08/10 Dena Carol Kilman
08/11 Bonnie Bardo
08/13 Julia Heil
08/14 Adriana Sheridan
08/15 Jeanette Burns
08/15 Parker Haskenhoff
08/16 Jane Schupbach
08/17 Jonathan Norton
08/17 Catalina Kulikova
08/22 Wade Peck
08/24 Sharon Runge
08/25 Henry Schupbach
08/27 Janet Treece
08/28 Kenny Heaton
08/29 Nancy Ashley
08/30 Sue Morrison
08/30 Molly Thompson

H APPY A NNIVERSARY
08/12 Arlen & Rose Walters
08/16 Carl & Sharon Holland
08/19 Chandler & Catalina Kulikova

Joys– To be secure in earthly treasure, but not rich toward God, is to be poor indeed.
Prayers- Gray Craig, Thersa Patton, Bertha BeckerJustin Beattie, Marsha Schwartz, Laura Kessler, Crue Kirk,
Alma Wyatt, Janice Taylor, The Vistims of Flooding,
The Victims of mass shootings, The people of Ukraine
and Russia, Bishop Frank J. Beard, our Church, our denomination, our country and our world.
Words of GratitudeChurch family and Pastor Randy, Thank you for allowing
us to have our wedding ceremony here . It was a
wonderful day. Pastor Randy thank you for everything
and for marrying us. Kyle & Ashley Fredrick
Hello Sparta FUMC, Thank you so much for your generous donations. We appreciate your special Father’s Day
gift. Please let us know if we can help you in the future.
Blessing Little Grassy.
To the Church Family, Thank you for the recognition
during church, the potluck afterwards, and all the hugs
and cards, and goodbyes. Working here has been and
adventure of getting to know everyone. Its been a great
12 years and I hope that the next secretary will last just
as long. You will all be missed. Rhonda Smith

Date

Other

Total For

Sat/Sun/Online/
Sunday School

General

Capital

Budget

Campaign

07.03.22

$3,256.27

$372.50

$53.50

$3,682.27

18/58/na/22

07.10.22

$4,521.73

$894.01

$356.00

$5,771.74

14/46/na/20

07.17.22

$2,626.27

$1,117.50

$195.48

$3,939.25

12/45/na/20

07.24.22

$3,201.91

$72.50

$111.82

$3,386.23

-/67/na/19

the Week

Total for Year to Date for General Budget: $111,123.35

Offering envelopes are in the office. Please contact Linda Bird
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Saturday Schedule
5:00 pm Worship
Sunday Schedule
9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours:
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm
Phone (618) 443-3714
Email: spartafumc600@gmail.com

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Satur-

1

2

3
6 pm NOW

4

5

6

7

8
8 am Garden Club
6 pm Ad Council

9

10

11

12

13

14

15
6 pm Finance Mtg.

16

17
1st Day of
School
6 pm NOW

18

19

20

21
8 pm Men’s Breakfast

22

23

24

25
Lamplighter
Publication

26

27

7 pm Choir

GriefShare 6:30pm
28

29

30

31

7 pm Choir

Volunteers for the Month of August
Liturgist Shawn Greenhill
Head Usher Kendra Beattie
Ushers
08/07 Tom and Larry Ashley
08/14 Bob & Delma Odom
08/21 Brain Beattie and Virgil Runge
08/28 Frank & Sharon Beckley

Acolytes
08/07 Jake Greenhill and Andru Stine
08/14 Jaxon & Layla Miles
08/21 Eva Sickmeyer & Leah Coop
08/28 Zoe Peck & Lily Norton

“For I know the plans
I have for you declares
the Lord, plans to give
you a future and a
hope”
Jeremiah 29:11

Reflecting

First United Methodist Church
600 W. University
Sparta, IL 62286

The
Light of God!

W ERE ON THE W EB!
www.spartafumc.org
Phone: (618) 443-3714
Church Email: spartafumc600@gmail.com

On Facebook:
Sparta First United Methodist Church

Chairman of All Committees

Please keep in mind that Rhonda will no longer be in the church office to help
with various typing projects or copying projects you may require. We realize this
may be an inconvenience, but until we find a new church secretary, please try
your best to manage these needs on your own. Although we have volunteers
answering the phone and doing minor jobs, we want to keep them happy and not
impose any extra work upon them. The next couple of months may look a little
different without Rhonda, but we’re sure we can adapt for a while. Also, please
don’t criticize our volunteers. They’ll be doing their best. If you’d like to
volunteer, please call the church office or Kathy Ruhmann. We hope to have a
new secretary soon. If you know of anyone who would like just about 10 hours
of a work a week, please call the church.

First United Methodist Church

