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The Community Thanksgiving Service  
will be online this year.  You may go to our  
Facebook page any time after Noon on  
November 22, 2020 and view it.   
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     We have come to the point we had prayed would not happen during the holiday season.  Due to 
the rising numbers from Civid-19 in our state, it has been decided that we are closing Sparta FUMC 
until January 10, 2021.   On November 17, 2020,  Bishop Frank Beard issued guidelines for church 
closures through December 13, 2020.  He will then access the situation further.  We are anticipating 
further closures then too.  After discussing this with key people in our church, we have decided that 
we would be facing the same issues as we did with Thanksgiving, after Christmas and New Yearôs 
Eve.   
 

     We know this is not how we would wish to spend our Advent/Christmas season, but we need to 
be diligent in our congregationôs safety, and our church does not become a hot spot.  The good news 
is that we do not need a ñbuildingò to be the church!  We can still celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior.  We can still make the most of the situation we are in.  Please be sure to read further in the 
newsletter as we have planned extra online items for the Advent/Christmas season.  
 

Sunday Services will be recorded and streamed on our facebook page.   
You can find our facebook page at Sparta First United Methodist Church. 

 

     We thank you for your understanding in this matter.  All in person gatherings are cancelled until 
January 10, 2021.  Pastor Randy will man he office on Wednesdayôs from 9-Noon.   
If you need anything at other times, please call him or text him at 217-520-5267. 
 

     Let us continue to be a HOPEfilled people as we find different ways to  
celebrate Jesus Christ during this time of Covid-19. 
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ñAnd there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 
keeping watch over their flacks at night.  An angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to 
them, ñDo not be afraidò.  I bring good news of great Joy 
that will be for all people.  Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 
with the angel, praising God and saying, ñGlory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those 
on whom his favor rests.ò           Luke 18-14 

 
     2020, a year we will not quickly forget.  For each of us it holds memories of things that could not happen 
due to the pandemic.  It has challenged us in ways we never expected and has made a lasting impression on 
our lives.  ñDo not be afraidò says the angel. 
 
     As we enter this season of Advent and Christmas, we are not sure what the world will hold for us.  The hol-
idays will not resemble anything we are used to it being.  The pandemic is worsening, and numbers are rising.    
ñDo not be afraidò says the angel. 
 
     We yearn for some form of normality to exist again.  But it looks like we may have to live into a new 
ñnormalò.  ñDo not be afraidò says the angel. 
 
     ñDo not be afraidò says the angel.  The shepherds heeded that advice and rushed see and celebrate what 
they had be told.  Christ the Lord had been born.   
 
     No matter what lies ahead of us in this world, remember ñDo not be afraidò says the angel.  It applies to 
us today, just as it did to those shepherds who heard that first announcement of Christôs birth.  We can face 
anything during this journey we are on because Christ walks with us through the mountain tops and the dark 
valleys.  He is always by our side.  We are just as flabbergasted, as those people of Jesusô time, that the Savior 
came to earth in the form of a tiny baby.  But that baby changed 
the world forever. 
 
     ñDo not be afraidò says the angel.  Good advice for us to 
remember in these unprecedented times. 
 
Advent and Christmas will still happen, no matter what else is 
happening in this world of ours. We will celebrate the good 
news of great joy.  We, the people of God, will pause on Christ-
mas Eve to remember the birth of our Lord and Savior. And we 
will not be afraid! 
 

Have a blessed Advent  
and Christmas season. 

 

Pastor Randy McGeehon 

Cell: 217-520-5267 

Email: Rmcgeehon@gmail.com 
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Christmas Eve Service will be celebrated online only this year.  With the numbers in our 
county rising due to the pandemic, we feel this will 
be the safest way to worship the birth of our Lord.   
The service will be posted online the day of De-
cember 24th.  You and your family may view it at a 
convenient time that day.  Pastor Randy will be of-
fering Holy Communion at the church from 2:00 
pm-4:00 pm.  Please only enter the sanctuary one 
family at a time.  Thank you for your understand-
ing. 
 
Our March to the Manger, will not take place dur-

ing a Worship Service this year.  You may make your Christmas offering by bringing to 
the church or mailing it to the church.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Pastor Randy will be offering an Advent Reflection online the 
four Sundays of Advent at 6:00 pm on Facebook Live.  It is 
based on the book The Unsettling Season by Donald J. Shelby.  
Each session should only last about 30 minutes. The four top-
ics that he will focus on are  
 November 29 - Watching  Waiting Expectantly 
 December 6 -    Jesus Came and Comes 
 December 13 -  Where Jesus Came and Comes.   
 December 20 -  How Jesus Came and Comes.   
 
For us, the Christmas season is a time of celebration as we 
gather with family and friends.  But many people have a blue 
Christmas each year due to the loss of a loved one.  The long-
est night of the year happens at the winter solstice on Decem-
ber 22.  That evening at 7:00 pm, A Blue Christmas Service will be offered on Face-
book Live.  Our prayer is that you will join us as we try to comfort those who might be 
grieving.  We want to let them know they are not alone in their grief during this blessed 
season. 
 
This year we all will miss the opportunity to sing Christmas Carols as a church.  Gary 
Cox and Pastor Randy are planning an online Christmas Carol Sing the evening of 
Wednesday December 16, 202 at 6:00 

pm.  You are invited to join us on Face-
book Live and sing along with us.  Covid-
19 may try its darndest to stifle our 
Christmas Spirit but will not succeed! 
 

  Please plan on joining us that evening on 
Facebook Live. 

 

 


