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Our Church has purchased this valuable program, with memorial monies. Our thought is to
offer this program not only to our members but the community at large. We will begin meeting sometime in late February. The date and time is yet to be determined. Watch the Bulletin
and our Facebook page for further details.
This is a weekly meeting that last about 1 1/2 hrs. Weekly topics are as follows:
Is it normal?
Challenges of Grief
The journey of Grief—Part 1
The Journey of Grief—Part 2
Grief and Your Relationships

Why?
Guilt and Anger
Complicating Factors
Stuck

Lessons of Grief—Part 1
Lessons of Grief—part 2
Heaven
What Do I live for Now?

GreifShare is a support group that meets weekly for a 13 week period. You will find a warm
and caring environment and will come to see your group as an “oasis” on your long journey
through grief.
I NSIDE THIS ISSUE :
There are three key parts to your GriefShare experience. A Video
Seminar, Support Group and A Workbook.
P ASTOR ’ S
2
We pray that this GriefShare program will be of help to those in our P ONDERINGS
community grieving a loss of a loved one. For more information
A D C OUNCIL M IN .
3
call the Church at 314-443-3714.
I NSERT
B IRTHDAY & A NNV .
C ALENDAR
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Recently, Bishop Beard held his first gathering of
clergy since being gone on medical leave. It was wonderful to see our Bishop in front of us again, leading
and guiding us on this journey we all are on. The Bishop started his time with us asking if any of us gathered
could use a some good news. Of course, many of the
clergy gathered could most definitely use some good
news. The pandemic has been hard on everyone, including your pastor. The Bishop followed up with this
statement: “The good news is THERE IS HOPE!”
Now think about that for a moment. In all we have experienced in the past 18-24 months, life has
been pretty chaotic and seems to be spiraling out of control. We are all tired of the mitigation
guide lines we have been following. We are leery of the changes that have had to be made in our
worship experience. We don’t like the unknown that comes with this particular pandemic. The
good news is THERE IS HOPE!!
There is hope because we know the God of Hope. WE know that we can stand on his promises every day of our life. Whether as individuals or as the Sparta FUMC. Our job as individuals
or the church is to reach out to the community in which we live with God’s good news, THERE
IS HOPE! There is hope after each storm or trial or tabulation we go through. There is hope
when we suffer, grieve or mourn. There is hope for a better tomorrow if we put in the hard work
today. There is hope! Remember my friends, that God does some of his best work in the darkness. “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of
deep darkness a light has dawned.” Isaiah 9:2.
The Bishop also asked these questions: What’s our business (as the church)? How’s our business? Both great thought provoking questions. So I ask you, the congregation of the Sparta
FUMC, what is our business? And how’s our business.
Over the next few months I would like to explore these questions about all that we are doing. We
are living in a period of time, where the need to fine tune what we do is needed. We cannot be
everything to all people; but we can be a few good things for our community and our membership.
I hope you will give these two questions some thought this month. I hope you will pray for
God’s guidance, for our church and its leadership, as we strive to become growing and thriving
church. Remember THERE IS HOPE! And that, my friends, is the Good News of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ!
Blessings,

Pastor Randy
Cell: 217-520-5267
Email: Rmcgeehon@gmail.com
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Administrative Council Meeting
January 10, 2022
6:00pm

Worship Committee: Autumn Peck: Chr istmas decorations were taken down. Thanks to all who helped.

Persons Attending: Randy McGeehon, Carl Holland,
Jeremy Volkmar, Dot Heuman, Kathy Ruhmann,
Autumn Peck, Brooke Gerlach, Gary Cox
The meeting began at 6:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor
Randy.
OLD BUSINESS: The minutes from the November meeting were reviewed by all. Brooke Gerlach moved to accept
the minutes. Autumn Peck seconded the motion. The
minutes were approved.
Church School Superintendent, Missions: Brooke Gerlach: The November breakfast honoring Curt Holland was
successful. $550 was donated to the SADD and MADD
groups at our local high school. The Christmas door decorating contest was also successful and $137 was donated to
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. The children also enjoyed
the birthday party for Jesus. The Missions committee will
meet in February.

Finance, Lay Leader: Carl Holland: Although we continue to pay bills, it is obvious that our finances continue to
slowly dwindle. The Finance Committee will meet in February and then every other month and determine strategies
to trim the budget and encourage our loyal givers to be generous. The building loan is now at $93,041.76. At some
point we may consider a formal campaign to spend down
this loan as well. Brooke Gerlach moved to accept the
treasurer’s report provided by Patti Cecil, pending a later
audit. Autumn Peck seconded the motion. The treasurer’s
report was accepted, pending a later audit.

Pastor’s Report: Randy McGeehon: In the next month,
someone from the conference will come to help with the
technical aspect of having a live feed on Sundays. Hopefully very soon our Sunday service will be online on Sundays. On another note, it was suggested (for trustees) that
a light on the east side of the church toward the parking
lot would be helpful to light up the parking lot for Saturday night worshippers. The van is probably sold. Someone has shown interest and is coming tomorrow to consider its purchase for $5000.00. When finding the title for the
van, it was realized that one name on the lock box access
at the bank was deceased. Autumn Peck moved that we
keep the lock box and add three names to have access to
the lock box. Carl Holland seconded the motion. All
those present agreed that in the near future, three names
will be added to have access to the lock box: Carl Holland, Mary Hauskins, and Brooke Gerlach. Recent communion services have been by intinction. This seems like
a safe practice since it’s been proven that the Covid virus
is spread by fine air borne droplets. However, if anyone
feels unsafe, the all-inclusive sets of juice and wafer will
always be available. Pastor reminded all to pray for our
church and the safety of all those who worship with us.
The next Ad Council meeting will be Monday, February
14th. There was a short discussion as to whether anyone
thought it should be changed because of Valentine’s Day,
but there was no objection to the date.
Brooke Gerlach moved to adjourn. Dot Heuman seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned.

NOW Comm: Dot Heuman: The next project will be valentines for shut-ins. Valentines will need to be distributed
into bags by February 7th. A “Grief Share” program will
begin Thursday night, January 27. It is a 14 week program.
Everyone should keep in mind that dealing with grief can
take different forms – not just death. This program will be
open to the community.
Music Director: Gary Cox: Choir pr actice begins again
January 19th. When considering tuning pianos, at least one
of them is never used at this time. Since pianos really aren’t
selling well, it was decided to just not tune that one for now.

† Bank Statements need to be
turned into the office for the audit.

Date

† Offering Boxes ar e available,
please pick in the Sanctuary.
† Year End Statements ar e available to be pick up in the Sanctuary.

Other

Total For

Sat/Sun/Online/
Sunday School

General

Capital

Budget

Campaign

01.02.22

$2,271.40

$225.00

$300.00

$2,796.40

-/34/29/-

01.09.22

$3,101.85

$125.00

$192.00

$3,418.85

12/39/41/21

01.16.22

$4,317.71

$466.51

$5,043.95

$9,828.17

11/38/38/19

01.23.22

$3,794.05

$420.00

$60.50

$4,274.55

19/48/41/24

the Week

Total for Year to Date for General Budget: $13,485.01

Reflecting
The
Light of God!
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Worship Teams for February 2022
Liturgist
Cathy Norton
Head Usher Autumn Peck
Ushers
02/06 Jonathan & Amy Norton
02/13 Bonnie Bardo and Carol Kilman
02/20 David Peck and Virgil Runge
02/27 Bill & Linda Mueller

Acolytes
02/06 Eva Sickmeyer & Jake Greenhill
02/13 Wyatt & Zoe Peck
02/20 Aiden & Andru Stine
02/27 Jaxon & Layla Miles

First United Methodist Church
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02/01 Charles Heuman
Walker Sheridan
02/02 Madilynn Yates
02/03 Samantha Schupbach
02/04 Elizabeth Haury
02/05 Carly Castens
02/06 Jim Sickmeyer
02/11 Daniel Schroeder
Vicky Wilson
02/13 Marilyn Napier
02/14 Kent Burns
02/14 Bethany Robinson
Rose Walters
02/15 Max Baue
02/17 Kyle Gerlach
Roger Gerlach
02/18 Bette Bush
02/21 Virgil Chandler
Andrew R. Norton
02/22 Jim Hargis
02/25 Scott Oathout
02/28 Maggie Haury

H APPY A NNIVERSARY
02/22 Joyce & Floyd Camp
02/24 Virgil & Rosalie Chandler
02/26 Jim & Jeanette Burns

If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain please call Elaine
Hargis at 443-3205 or email her at hargis4@gmail.com.
Always remember to update us with any email changes.

Joys– Dallas James Wetzel, born 9/20/2021 parents Andrew & Michelle
Wetzel and Grandparents John & Jayne Wetzel, The Mitten Tree collected
139 mittens, gloves, hats and scarves that will be donated to Lincoln
School.

Concerns - Family of Kelly Cox, Polly Hall, Mary Jo Henry, Austin

Hagel, Family of Gabriel Mandry, Bill Hampton, Victoria Wall, Marsha
Schwartz, Mary Miles, Teri Dobyns, Judy Powers, Jane Schupbach,
Bishop Frank J. Beard, our Church, our denomination, our country, our
world.

Words of Gratitude:

Thank you so much for your support of our 2021 Angel Tree. This was
our 26th year of providing Christmas gifts for children in need in the
Randolph County area. Thanks to the unfailing support of the community
organizations, business, school clubs, churches, and individuals we were
able to provide gifts to 324 children! We reached out to 113 families in 13
area towns! We are able to function solely due to the contributions we
receive, so we sincerely appreciate your continued support. Allowing us
to place a satellite tree in your facility/facilities was a huge help to get our
program out into the public so the angels could be adopted. Thank you for
helping us with this! We will keep you in our prayers throughout this year
that 2022 may be filled with happiness, good health, and laughter! And
that your year will be abundant and prosperous! You are amazing!! Go’s
Richest Blessings to You! Vickie Wathen 2021 Angel Tree.
Church Family, Thank you to everyone that sent me a Christmas card. I
hope that everyone had a good Christmas and Happy New Year. ~ Doris
Arnold

Church Family, Thank you for all the Birthday wishes. I very much appreciation them. ~ Elaine Hargis
My Dear Methodist Church Family, What a blessing to be remembered at this busy Christmas season. The food
looks so good, and I am learning how to cook again. My son comes over once a week for a meal. Thank for the
cards and my telephone number is 618-443-2982. God Bless all of you ~Mary Ruth Bierman.
Dear Church Family, It was so nice of you to think of us at Christmas. Your cards, visits and gift from the
church were truly appreciated. May you all have a healthy & Happy New Year.
Your Friends Shirley & Lee Trost.

Church Members, Thank you so much for your donation to the food pantry. We certainly appreciate your
support. Happy New Year!
Westminster Deacons
Dear Church Family, Thank you so much for the cards and good wishes. I really appreciate them! Happy New
Year to you all, Love Virginia Bicket
I would like to thank the congregation for all the notes, cards and gifts I received from you this past Christmas
season. I truly appreciate each and every one. Blessings, Pastor Randy
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Saturday Schedule
5:00 pm Worship
Sunday Schedule
9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship
Sunday

Office Hours:
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm
Phone (618) 443-3714
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
1pm Sewing
Group

2

3

4

5

8

9
7 pm Choir

10

11

12

6 pm NOW Comm
7 pm Choir

6

7
8 am Garden Club
6 pm Trustees
7 pm Finance
Valentine Due
Back

13
Praise Kids Practice
9 am Confirmation

14 Valentines Day 15
6 pm Ad Council
1 pm Sewing
Group

16
6 pm NOW Comm
No Choir

17
Lamplighter
Information
Deadline

18

19

20
Praise Kids Sing
9 am Confirmation

21

23
7 pm Choir

24
Lamplighter
Mailed out

25

26

27

28

Praise Kids Practice
9 am Confirmation

Praise Kids Practice
9 am Confirmation

22

Reminders:
Fifth Sunday - Our first Fifth Sunday will be January 30, 2022. Please remember to bring in your
change that day. The change collected will be used for our local Ministry Fund.
Valentine Bags 2022- the list is on the table in the Narthex. Please have your valentines back to the
Church by Monday Feb. 7. Please do not put candy in your cards.
Youth Group is Getting back Together: The youth gr oup will be star ting up on Mar ch 3r d at 6pm. The
1st night we will have one big group, it will be for anyone that is currently in 3rd grade or older. Hope any
children that are in those ages comes to have a good time that evening. As the date approaches a letter will be
sent home with a more detailed schedule.
During the month of February, the NOW Committee will be collecting Book Bucks. These Bucks will be
used during our Back to School…looking Cool program. Each child that comes through the program, will be
given a new age appropriate book. Thank you for your cooperation.
The Sewing Group will meet Febr uar y 1 and 15 at 1:00 and will be making school bags for Midwest
Mission Distribution Center. If you can cut, pin, iron, or sew a straight line you are invited to join us.

F IRST U NITED M ETHODIST C HURCH

P AGE 7

P AGE 8

T HE L AMPLIGHTER

