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Christmas Eve Service will be celebrated online
only this year. With the numbers in our county rising due to the pandemic, we feel this will be the
safest way to worship the birth of our Lord. The
service will be posted online the day of December
24th. You and your family may view it at a convenient time that day. Pastor Randy will be offering
Holy Communion at the church from 2:00 pm4:00 pm. Please only enter the sanctuary one family at a time. Thank you for your understanding.
Pastor Randy has offered an Advent Reflection online for the four Sundays of Advent at
6:00 pm on Facebook Live. It is based on the book The Unsettling Season by Donald J.
Shelby. The last topic that he will focus on is on December 20 - How Jesus Came and
Comes. The session should only last about 30 minutes.
For us, the Christmas season is a time of celebration as we gather with family and friends.
But many people have a blue Christmas each year due to the loss of a loved one. The longest night of the year happens at the winter solstice on December 22. That evening at 7:00
pm, A Blue Christmas Service will be offered on Facebook Live. Our prayer is that you
will join us as we try to comfort those who might be grieving. We want to let them know
they are not alone in their grief during this blessed season.

As of the printing of this newsletter, we do not know when we will
return to in person worship. It depends mostly on what our Covid
numbers do in our county after the holiday season. Please keep
praying that soon we will be back to in person church and Sunday
School.
We will be celebrating the Epiphany of our Lord on Sunday January
3, 2021 in Virtual worship. The following Sunday in January we
will be remembering the Baptism of our Lord.
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“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.”

Whew!!! The year 2020 will soon be in the history books. What a challenging year it was. I
hope and pray, we all learned a few lessons during the pandemic, that will stay with us throughout
2021.
One of the lessons that hit home to me, was why we wore masks. We wore masks to stop the
spread of the Covid virus. As we know there was such a controversy over wearing them, but in the
end, I feel, they were instrumental in helping stop the spread of this dreaded virus.
I also think we had as biblical impairment to use them to love our neighbors. We loved our
neighbors by not only keeping us safe but also keeping them safe. Such an easy thing. It is to bad that
it was politicized as much as it was.
In this new year, I pray we can continue finding new ways to love
our neighbor. After all the above scripture says it is one of the greatest
commandments. I would even go as far as to say that Jesus did not
suggest it, He commanded it! What does loving our neighbor look like?
Just look at the graphic on the left. This is what loving your neighbor has
looked like this past year. It is our Christian duty and our moral imperative. My hope is throughout this last year that is one of the lessons we all
learned and put into practice in our daily lives.
So in a few short weeks, we will have a whole new year laid out before us. Will you remember
the lessons from 2020? Will you continue to value and appreciate what God has given you? And
more importantly will you find new ways to love your neighbor? By doing so we are loving God with
all our hearts, minds and souls and we are honoring God by loving others whether they deserve it or
not, After all, we are all children of God, are we not? May prayer for you and your family is that 2021
be a year where you draw even closer to God and others, as we live out our lives in this corner of
God’s kingdom here on earth.
Blessings’
Pastor Randy McGeehon
Cell: 217-520-5267
Email: Rmcgeehon@gmail.com
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Is the Rare ‘Christmas Star’ Visible this December
the Star of Bethlehem?
ROME — The “Great Conjunction” of Jupiter and Saturn taking place this month — dubbed the “Christmas
Star” — is a pretty sight, but it is impossible to know for
sure if it has any connection to the Star of Bethlehem, a
Vatican astronomer said.
On December 21, the planets Jupiter and Saturn will appear a tenth of a degree apart in the night sky, something
called a “Great Conjunction.”
This conjunction happens approximately every 20 years,
but this year the two planets will appear the closest they
have been in almost 400 years. To the naked eye, they will look like one, bright star, thus earning the
nickname the “Christmas Star.”
Jesuit Br. Guy Consolmagno, told CNA that the conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter doesn’t have a religious significance, but “nonetheless, it is a pretty sight that everyone should have a look at.”The Catholic priest is an astronomer and director of the Vatican Observatory, which has research sites outside
Rome at Castel Gandolfo and in Tucson, Arizona. To see the conjunction, he recommended looking just
after sunset for Jupiter, “the bright ‘star’ low to the west; nearby is a fainter ‘star,’ Saturn.”All of December, “Jupiter will be creeping closer to Saturn,” he explained. “On December 21, they’ll be so close
together that your naked eye won’t be able to tell them apart.”
Some astronomers have theorized that this conjunction of the two bright planets could be what the three
“wise men from the East” saw in the sky and followed, leading them to find the Child Jesus, as recounted in St. Matthew’s Gospel.“Is this really what the Star of Bethlehem was?” Br. Consolmagno asked.
“No one knows for sure what the star was, and until we have a time machine where we can go back and
interview Matthew with a video recorder, no one ever will know for sure! ”He recalled that the Star of
Bethlehem itself was not the focus of the account, but at whom the star pointed.
“The important thing to remember is that the Star of Bethlehem is just a small part of the infancy narrative in Matthew’s Gospel. The point of his story isn’t the star. It’s the baby,” he said. “Whatever the Magi would have seen ... it was something that nobody looking at the sky would have noticed, but they
did,” Br. Consolmagno told the CNA Newsroom podcast in December 2019.
“The shepherds in the fields where it was dark, where they didn’t have city lights, they knew the sky.
What was it the Magi saw that everybody else didn’t see?” Br. Consolmagno asked. “The Magi are seeing something in the sky which is interpreted in terms of astrology. Now, astrology is specifically forbidden in the Hebrew Scriptures,” he explained. “It was being used as a reason to worship the stars rather
than God, and as a way of denying human freedom. ”He said that you can download a program on your
computer which tells you the position of the stars and roll it back to April of the year 6 B.C. What you
will see is “all of the planets rising with the sun.” “And our understanding of what the ancients thought
of astrology is they thought this would be significant, but you could only know that it’s happening if
you’ve calculated it, because the sun is there! You can’t actually see the planets,” he said.
“And this is a relatively rare event, it all fits,” he continued. “Is that really what Matthew was talking
about? I don’t know. It’s fun to play with the idea.”
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Sunday Schedule
9:30 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

Sunday
Sunday

Office Hours:
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm
Phone (618) 443-3714
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
2
New
Years Day

3 Epiphany Sunday

4

5

6
Epiphany of
the Lord

7

8

9

10 Baptism of the Lord

11
7 pm Ad Council
Meeting

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
19
Martin Luther King
Jr’s Day

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

28

29

30

26

31

Reminder: If you are new to a committee your term starts 2021. If you
would like to request a Leadership
Guide for or the Budget for 2021
please call the office 443-3714 or
email, spartafumc@yahoo.com and we will
get it to you.

T HE L AMPLIGHTER

I NSERT

H APPY B IRTHDAY
01/01
01/02
01/03
01/04
01/07
01/08
01/09
01/10
01/12
01/13
01/14
01/14
01/16
01/17
01/18
01/19
01/20
01/21
01/22
01/24
01/26
01/27
01/28
01/30
01/31

H APPY A NNIVERSARY

01/07 Ellis & Taylor Henley
Bud Bennet
01/14 Chris & Talesha Brooks
Edric Schwartz
01/21 Robert & Emma Cash
Aaron Bouas
01/25 Glenn & Marilyn Napier
Skyler Miller
01/26 Edward & Janice Schwartz
John Cowan
Jo Levery
Wyatt Peck
P RAYERS OF THE P EOPLE
Cindy Heck
If you would like to be apart of the prayer chain please call Elaine Hargis at 443-3205 or
Wendy Finch
email
her at ejhargis4@gmail.com. Always remember to update us with any email changes.
Robert Koenegstein
Kade Schroeder
Joys: Making mask, Donations for NOW Committee, all
Faith Wilson
the notes & cards being sent out and received.
Joel Slavens
Angel Tree support,
Cameron Brooks
Edward Schwartz
Concerns: The family of Edna Chandler, The family of
Justin Clendenin
Carl Lewis, Georgia Rezba, Dr. Sam Castimore,
Laura French
Beth Coop
Words of Gratitude:
Charles Schupbach I would like to thank everyone for their understanding and
Savannah Delgado
patience as we continue have worship virtually. It is never
Amy Young
an easy decision to make as to not worshipping in person. Again, thanks everyone. I
Matt Young
would also like to give a great big THANK YOU to Gary Cox for all of his expertise
Clint Linker
in taping and putting together with music our virtual worship. ~Pastor Randy
Delma Odom
Chelsea Presswood Dear Church Family, Thank you for your many kindnesses following my accident.
The prayers, calls, cards, offers to help, and food few my soul and body. I feel truly
Nicholas Parker
blessed to be a part of such a sharing and caring church family. With sincere thanks
Carl Lewis
John Chartrand Sr. and appreciation for your kindness, ~Virgil Runge.
Mike Stewart
I want to thank everyone for the cards and flowers, that you have givin me.– It has
Amy Kelley
been a pleasure to serve you these past years. ~ Mary Ruth Bierman
Sherwood Burns
Elaine Hargis
Dear Rev. McGeehon & Sparta FUMC, Merry Christmas! We hope this finds you all
Juliana Hall
well & celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus! We wanted to let you know
Angela Krause
how grateful we are for the GIFT of you! Thank you for all the many ways you were
Rosalie Chandler
the hands & feet” of Jesus to our Mom, Doris Arnold. All the cards, blankets, stuffed
Denise Birchler
animals, calls, visits & gifts you sent to mom truly changed her life. She saves every
Patty Cash
gift & talks about if for weeks. What a blessing your are! Thank you ever so much! ~
Bruce Heck
Love, Doris Arnold, Shelia Schaefer, Karla Fillinger
Renee Baue
Dana Wilson
Cormac Kloos
Date
General
Capital
Other
Total For
Frank Beckley
Budget
Campaign
the Week
Hayley Tillock
2021
O
FFERING
Joyce Camp
11/22/20
$3,037.10
$669.22
$3,706.32
B OXES ARE READY
Katie Hill
11/29/20
$2,206.36
$393.39
$1,641.60
$4,241.35
Susie Bilderback FOR PICK UP IN THE
FELLOWSHIP

H ALL .

12/06/20

$3,025.25

$300.00

$4,255.13

$7,580.38

12/13.20

$3,174.89

$841.52

$1,740.52

$5,756.93

Total for Year to Date for General Budget: $188,568.96

Reflecting
The
Light of God!
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