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10:00 am Sunday
5:00 pm Saturday
I NSIDE THIS ISSUE :

Sunday School has started!!
Come join us from
9:00 am til 9:45 am
All adults are meeting in the fellowship
hall. Children are all meeting together
in a Sunday School room.
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Mask are to be worn and will be seated for
social distancing.
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P AGE 2

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.” Psalm 100:4

We all know that we should be thanking God daily for the abundant life we live. Do we do that? Later this
month, we Americans have a holiday set aside to do just that; Give Thanks to God. Yes, Thanksgiving is not
just about turkey and all the fixings, pumpkin pie and black Friday sales. It is a time that we should spend
some time praising and thanking God. Remembering the blessings he bestows upon us each and every day.
My tradition in the November newsletter is to list those things I am thankful for. So here goes…
† I am thankful for… God, his Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. For the blessings and benefits I experience in my life because of them.
† I am thankful for… my son Nicholas and his wife Martha for all the attention they give me as I continue
to grow older. I love them.
† I am thankful for…my three Grandchildren, Aubrey, Campbell and Jack. They are the light in my life.
They continue to give me love freely sand unconditionally. They help me to remain young in heart, and
are one of my greatest blessings.
† I am thankful for… my sister and her family for the joy they bring to my life.
† I am thankful for friends, new and old, for what would life be like without them.
† I am thankful for… congregation of the Sparta First UMC.. For the hospitality and acceptance you have
shown me. I came a stranger in your midst and I am starting to feel like family. Your love and generosity
has been overwhelming.
† I am thankful for…scientific data that helps us navigate this Corona Virus world. It may seem that chaos
reigns most days, but in the end the facts will win out.
† I am thankful for… doctors, nurses, aides, first responders and front line staff at all the places that help us
to sustain our health and sanity.
† I am thankful for…my salvation that was bought with a price, the life of Jesus, so that I can have eternal
life and forgiveness of my sins.
I could keep on going but hopefully this has prompted you to start listing your blessing in life. We have a
God who loves us so much. Who only wants the best for his children. Thus, we should always be
“entering his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.”
I hope you and yours have a blessed Thanksgiving full of God’s amazing blessings,
BlessingsPastor Randy McGeehon
Cell: 217-520-5267
Email: Rmcgeehon@gmail.com
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Mary Ruth Bierman is retiring!

She has announced
that she is not going to
be playing the organ
for Sparta FUMC even
after things get back to
‘normal’ after Covid.

We appreciate her
many years of service
to our congregation.
When I asked her
when she began she
couldn’t give me an
exact date but told me
she began after her
husband, Ralph opened his piano warehouse. She learned
to play the piano to help demonstrate them at the store.
Later she learned to play the organ.
Some of her first piano playing duties began during youth
meetings on Sunday evenings but later she began playing
for services. She remembers playing the organ at the first
service in the new church but she had already been playing for years at the church on the corner of College and St.
Louis Street.

NOW Committee

For the past several months, spurred on by the Nurture,
outreach and Witness Committee, a group of ladies
have been sewing masks in the church fellowship
hall. In all, so far, over 2,000 masks have been given
away. We have given them to Assisted living homes,
school, daycare centers, group homes, and individuals. Thanks to all of you who have supported this mission in any way through your donations of thread, material and elastic. We also mailed “fall” masks to shut ins
and elderly people from our congregation, small children and kids in school from our church, and in December will be mailing them to the college kids from our
church. Those who have participated in putting these
masks together are: Sharon Beckley, Sharon Holland,
Sharon Runge, Linda Bird, Linda
Veath (from St. John’s Lutheran
Church), Cindy Sickmeyer, Kathy
Robinson, Dot Heuman, Jan Seals
and Mary Hauskins.

She remembers fondly many of the pianists and other organists she has collaborated with, Perhaps the longest collaboration was with Wandene Williams. She also performed with Shirley Trost for several years along with
Sandy Henley and Becky Sickmeyer.
She worked with many ministers as well including Revs.
Michaels, Barnhard, Grob, Phillippe, Scheller, Cummings,
Corum, Henley, Feldman, and Haley. When asked if she
remembered any mishaps during services she first recalled
the Sunday that she began playing the Doxology in a key
that the congregation could not sing in.
Perhaps another musician would have been able to call out
other mishaps, times when things went awry but I’m sure
anyone who has had the pleasure of working with Mary
Ruth understands how unflappable, how willing to accommodate, how agreeable Mary Ruth is. She has been the
perfect collaborator for all of us who have had the pleasure
to work with her.
“She’s my hero!” I remember Becky Sickmeyer telling me
one Sunday referring to Mary Ruth’s indomitable, can-do
spirit. She will be greatly missed.
I would encourage those of you who have appreciated her
service to the congregation to drop her a card or note at
316 W. College St.
Thank you, Mary Ruth!
Gary Cox
We will celebrating her retirement on
Sunday November 8!

Our church made “blankets” for children in Montana. These were made by Denise Stone, Mary Hauskins, Shelonda Fuller, Jean Hargis, and Dot Heuman. In the box with the blankets, we also mailed about
25 masks for the kids. These were mailed to Ryan Norton, Bill & Cathy Norton’s son, who is in charge of the
institution that they were mailed to.
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All Saints Day
Sunday, November 1
We will be celebrating All
Saints Day on Sunday
November 1, 2020. This
day is set aside for the remembrance
of
those
members who have gone
to their heavenly rewards
this past year.
Their
names will be read, a bell tolled ,and a candle
lit.

P AGE 4

Veterans Day
Remembrance
November 11
Remembering our veterans. If
you know of anyone from
our church who was not included in this list, or if you
have a family member that
has just enlisted, please contact the church office to have
them added to our current list
with their information.

* Jay Baue
Frank Beckley
Don Bixby
Floyd Camp
* Clayton Carmichael
* Tara Carmichael
Robert Cash

Virgil Chandler

†

Jan Weiner

†

Michael Miesner

†

Cassie Stuby

†

Lois Cunningham

* Chandler Hays

†

Dakota Howard

* Kenny Heaton

†

Barb Crain

Gary Henson

†

David Robinson

* John Jacob

†

Jack Becker

Bob Koenegstein

†

Irene Weber

Bill Mueller

†

Curt Holland

Terry Nagel

†

Rob Schroeder

Glenn Napier

†

Mike Cundiff

James Neilson

* Zach Hall
* Parker Haskenhoff
* Brad Haury

Janes E. Neilson
* Andrew Norton
Bob Odom
Angel Tree Once again we’re asking for help to
make kids Christmas brighter. I will have trees set
up at the church in November in the Narthex and
gathering room with need and desires for them. For
those who are not attending or can’t get to church
we would still appreciate your help. If you could
text or call me I can give you a gift choice for a
certain child. Monetary donations are also greatly
welcomed. I will also pick up the gifts if needed.
The deadline for return or pick up is December 1.
The last few years over 300 children have been helped with this program, all from
Randolph County. We anticipate a great need this year, especially in both giving
and receiving so your help is very appreciated!
Thank you Cindy Sickmeyer 618-559-9059

* Ethan Pierce
Franklin Pruitt
*Shaun Rogers
Ron Steen
* Jena Stine
Roger Stine
Lee Trost
John Wright
* Active Duty

P AGE 5

Just a friendly reminder--PLEASE turn off any
lights you have turned on in the church before you
eave. Thank you for your cooperation.

Administrative Council Meeting
October 12, 2020 7:00pm
Persons Attending: Randy McGeehon, Tanya Cowan,
Denise Stone, Kathy Ruhmann, Gary Cox, Brooke Gerlach, Carl Holland
The meeting began at 7:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor
Randy.
OLD BUSINESS: The minutes of the September meeting were available for all to review. Carl Holland moved
to accept the minutes as presented. Denise Stone seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.
Treasurer: Patti Cecil’s report presented by Pastor
Randy, The treasurer’s report shows that our account has
a balance of $27,723.42. The outstanding balance on the
building loan is $123,847.72. We have met all the qualifications for the government loan to be forgiven.
Finance Committee: Carl Holland; We expect the
IGRC loan of $4066 to be forgiven as well. This loan
was received partly because we met certain qualifications, which included paying our apportionments during
the previous two years. Having paid our apportionments
again this year was one reason the loan will be forgiven.
The 2021 Budget was presented to the committee for
review. The total 2021 budget is about $13,000 less than
the 2020 budget. This is mainly due to the pastor’s salary, which was reduced when Pastor Randy came to us.
Some line items were discussed, clarifying information.
Carl moved that the 2021 Budget be approved with some
adjustments. Brooke Gerlach seconded the motion. The
budget was approved with some adjustments.
Financial Secretary: Linda Bird report by Pastor
Randy, Linda Bird’s report shows that giving has been
down this year, but thanks to the government loan and
the IGRC loan, we continue to pay bills on time.
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November 7 at 5:00pm.
Brooke Gerlach moved to begin these suggested times.
Denise Stone seconded the motion. These times will stay
in place as long as possible, unless there are other requirements we must satisfy because of the Covid virus.
We have had some problems with streaming our worship
service the last three Sundays and we’re not sure if it involves our equipment or the Internet in general. Pastor
Randy is applying for a matching grant from the IGRC
for a consultant and help with our communication and
sound system. Since streaming will continue to be an
issue in the future, we need someone who understands
exactly what’s needed and how to keep these systems
working.
Some people miss getting bulletins each week. Pastor
Randy will work with Rhonda to produce a smaller version of the bulletin to include announcements. They cannot be handed out, but they can be picked up by anyone
as they enter the worship service.
Church School Superintendent: Brooke Gerlach
is anxious to get Sunday School started again. She’ll
work to get the word out that Oct 25 from 9:00 to 9:45am
will be the first time for Sunday School.
Music Director: Gary Cox, is also anxious to get the
choir started again, but admits it will probably have to
wait or need some imaginative planning. He’s going to
work to try to get more ensembles to perform in the worship services.
UMW: Denise Stone, has been keeping up with the
UMW news and district and conference meetings have
been virtual.
Lay Leadership: Pastor Randy has been working to
fill places on all the committees for 2021. Most positions
are filled. Someone is still needed for the Worship Committee Chairman. Jeremy Volkmar will be the new
chairman of the Ad Council to begin in January.
Carl Holland moved to accept the Leadership positions
as presented and Brooke Gerlach seconded the motion.
The 2021 Leadership was approved.

Trunk or Treat will be at the church in the parking lot on
October 31 from 5:00pm – 7:00pm. If it rains, it will not
Pastor’s Report: Randy McGeehon,On Oct 18, Stew- be held because we can’t go inside this year. If you plan
ardship Sunday, we will have a guest speaker and will
to participate, please arrive about 4:30pm to get set up.
have one service at 10:00am. On Oct 25, we will have
Remember to wear masks and have gloves to hand out
Sunday School from 9:00am-9:45am and one church ser- candy.
vice at 10:00am before our Charge Conference, which
Anyone who is not participating, but wants to donate
will begin at 11:00am.
candy or money for Trunk or Treat can drop it off at the
Pastor Randy recommended that beginning on November church.
1, we try to get back to a more normal schedule, to inth
clude Sunday School at 9:00am and church at 10:00am. Next Meeting: Nov 9 at 7:00 pm There will be no
meeting in December. Brooke Gerlach moved to adjourn.
Note that the time change is also November 1.
Denise Stone seconded. The meeting was adjourned.
He’d like to begin Saturday night worship on Saturday,
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I NSERT

H APPY B IRTHDAY
11-02 Ryan Norton
11-03 Suzy Manker
11-05 Chad Ashley
Nichole Deppe
Deb Kelley
11-09 Jay Baue
Reese Slavens
11-10 Evan McFadden
11-12 Mary Hauskins
11-14 Myla Ashley
Ashley Birchler
Chloe Yates
11-15 Kenny Robison, Jr.
Cornelia Teel
11-16 Megan Greenhill
Jayne Wetzel
11-17 Virginia Bicket
Lane Robinson

P RAYERS OF
THE P EOPLE

H APPY A NNIVERSARY

John Wilson
11-18 Ava Bauer
11-19 Christine Jeffers
Charles Rogers, Jr.
Debbie Schupbach
11-21 Earlene Crain
11-22 JoAnn Edler
Phyllis Pierce
Kris Robinson
Ana Stine
11-24 Shirley Trost
11-27 Jake Greenhill
Austin Park
11-28 Leslie Jacobus
11-29 Chuck Kelley
11-30 Morgan Coop

11-02 Tom & Amanda Renner
11-08 Terry & Becky Nagel
11-10 Kyle & Emily Schwartz
11-11 Justin & Nicole Schupbach
11-15 Bud & Judy Bennett

Each week on Monday a group from our church meets in the Parlor at 9:00 a.m. to send cards
of welcome, strength, and support as well as to pray for our congregation and for the needs of
the church, you are more than welcome to join them. Please join them in prayer. If you
would like to be apart of the prayer chain please call Elaine Hargis at 443-3205 or email
her at ejhargis4@gmail.com. Always remember to update us with any email changes.

Joys: Sunday School resuming, making mask, Donations for NOW Committee, all the notes & cards being
sent out and received.

Concerns: Bonnie Bardo, Brian & Kendra Beattie, Ron Woodworth, Doris Arnold, Jim Hargis, Gary & Jenith Henson,
Roberta Guebert, Family of Rob Schroeder, Family of Curt Holland, Family of Curt Holland

Words of Gratitude:

I would like to say thank from the bottom of my heart for all that was done for me during Pastor Appreciation
Month. Each and every gesture warmed my heart. You are a welcoming and grace filled congregation. I am honored to
serve as your Pastor. ~ Pastor Randy
Dear Pastor Randy & NOW Committee, Thank you so much for the nice card, the masks which are so pretty and
thinking of us. We miss our church family. Your thoughtfulness was truly appreciated.
God Bless ~ Lee & Shirley Trost
Dear Church Family, It was so “wonderful” to get your note and the mask in the mail. I think of my church often and it
was very uplifting to know you are thinking of me also. I have not been to church since Covid 19, but my children think
it is best I stay out of large crowds for a little longer. I
Date
General
Capital
Other
Total
am looking forward to meeting Pastor Randy and returning to church, but just not yet. God Bless all of
Budget
Campaign
For the
you! Jackie Miesner
Week
Dear Church Family, Thank you so much for the card 10.04.20
$3,585.66
$777.50
$19.22
$4,382.38
and mask I received today. It was very uplifting.
10.11.20
$3,794.94
$662.41
$70.22
$4,527.57
Doris Arnold
10.18.20
$4,591.08
$402.50
$59.22
$5,052.80
10.25.20

$2,994.66

$417.50

Total for Year to Date: $ 165,441.85

$34.22

$3,446.38
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Sunday Schedule
9:30 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours:
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm
Phone (618) 443-3714
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com

Sunday

Monday

1 All Saints Day
Sunday school 9:00 am
Worship 10:00 am

Wednesday

3
Election Day

4

8 Veterans Day
9
Mary Ruth Bierman
7 pm Ad Council
Retirement Celebration
Sunday school 9:00 am
Worship 10:00 am

10
7pm UMW

15
Sunday school 9:00 am
Worship 10:00 am

16

22
Sunday school 9:00 am
Worship 10:00 am

29 First Day of Advent
Sunday school 9:00 am
Worship 10:00 am

S AVE

THE

2
Trustees 6:30 pm

Tuesday

Thursday
5

Friday

Saturday

6

7
5:00 pm
Worship

11 Veterans Day
12
6 pm NOW Comm Lamplighter
Deadline

13

14
5:00 pm
Worship

17

18

19
Mail out
Lamplighter

20

21
5:00 pm
Worship

23

24

25

26
27
Thanksgiving Office
Closed

30

31

28
5:00 pm
Worship

“ F OR I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU
DECLARES THE L ORD , PLANS TO GIVE YOU
A FUTURE AND A HOPE ”
J EREMIAH 29:11

D ATES :

Mary Ruth Bierman Retirement Celebration - Sunday, November 8 at worship
Election Day-- November 3, 2020. It does not matter who you will vote for. It is a privilege and responsibility to vote. Remember, if you do not vote—do you really have a right to complain?
The Church Office will be CLOSED on Friday November 27,2020

Reflecting
The
Light of God!

W ERE ON THE W EB!
www.spartafumc.org
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Sparta, IL 62286
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On Facebook:
Sparta First United Methodist Church

Dated Material - Mailed Out on November 29,2020

NOW Committee

August - Thanks for your donations to the “Back to School, Looking Cool”. In September we collected
59 notebooks and 62 packages of colors. Thanks to you all. That is almost all we need for next August!!!
October - we are collecting brushes and pics for doing hair. We aren’t doing as well this month, as
these cost a little more. So far we have 20 pics and 9 brushes. Keep up the good work and lets see how
many we can get!!!
November -is collecting small hand sanitizers and travel toothbrush holders this month for Back to
School, Looking Cool!
Also, thanks so much to everyone who donated candy for the Trunk or Treat!

