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Sunday School News

Beginning on the 2nd Sunday November all the doors leading to the Fellowship Hall
will be decorated by the Sunday school classes. There will be a jar by each door for you to
place a momentary donation for the door you like the best. At the end the winning class gets
to decide what charity they would like the money to go to, it will be a charity for children. So
you will need to donate each week to help a good cause!! Again this begins November 14
and ends December 12.
The Sunday School Department is hosting a Curt Holland
Memorial Breakfast on Saturday, November 20 from
7:15-10:30 am. It is 1 biscuit and gravy, 2 sausage links
and eggs for $5.00 per plate. IT IS CURBSIDE ONLY!!.
The funds that are collected with be divided between
M.A.D.D and S.A.D.D. So be sure to come by and get
breakfast that day!!
We will be having a float in the holiday lighted parade.
We will begin collecting hot chocolate November 1-25.
If you can please help us out by picking up a box the next time you are at
the store it would be greatly appreciated.
I NSIDE THIS ISSUE :

The Children Christmas
program will be held
December 5, at 6 pm.
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with church options.
But they were doing this all while at the same time
picking up the stress of daily pandemic navigation.
And experiencing the rise of political and social
tensions. And a general feeling of exhaustion grew in
our people.

I found this article in early October. I think it
gives us all something to ponder…
They’re Not Coming Back
Years ago, we used to tell ourselves that young adults
who had strayed from the church would come back
after they got married. When that didn’t happen, we
shifted our hopes and proclaimed that they would
return when they had kids. Some came back for baptisms, but the tsunami of baby-toting individuals
never quite hit the shores of our weekly worship.
And, so, we edited the story, confident that the returns
would happen once their kids reached school age. As
school-age children began signing up for all sorts of
activities, we figured that our amazing youth
programs would make the list of prioritized pursuits.
While many congregations saw some waves of church
reengagement, many others experienced something
entirely different about “their” young adults…

Then we started to notice that the proverbial back
door of the church was propped open.
People were starting to drop off of the Zoom
gatherings and online worship events. Online
children and youth ministry activities saw an increase
of cameras turned off and eventually a decrease in
participants. Our masked and socially distanced
gatherings that started to emerge attracted fewer
numbers, but we figured that the people would return,
volunteer, and help us rebuild the church once we
reached that “new normal.” We started editing the
story that we told each other – making excuses for
individuals and families who were not showing up.
While church leaders did the hard work of navigating health guidelines and exercising creative
adjustments, many people got used to life with less
church. Or, perhaps, even life without church.
As our society is opening up more and more, people
are starting to pick up the weight of busy lives again.
With the pandemic and virus variants over their
heads, people are finding that they have a reduced
capacity for weight bearing. Even joyful activities are
getting sidelined in this “new normal.” Now, the
church is realizing something not just about young
adults, but also about people of all ages in our
churches. They’re not coming back.
The super volunteers who used to carry twenty
positions in the church are now looking to do just a
few things. Our regular attenders are becoming semiregular. Our fringe folks are fading away. People are
not coming back to the church at the same level of
engagement. So, what do we do?

They weren’t coming back.
The reality is, this is the story for many churches for
many years; it isn’t a truth we found out in 2020 or
even 2021. And surveys and church statistics continue
to reveal that missing church members are more likely
to stay home than to go to a different church. So it’s
not that they’re going somewhere else. They aren’t
going anywhere. And they certainly aren’t coming
back.
1.We need to stop telling stories that we know are
not true. Our excuses for the absence of others don’t
Then came the pandemic.
help anyone. We can hope – and speak in goals and
Churches around the nation had a reset button hit.
prayers and aspirations – for a someday return. But
In-person church was halted and then, slowly,
there’s a reality to our relationships, or lack thereof,
restarted. In the meanwhile, online methods of
that’s been hushed or is being ignored. And our stoworship filled the gaps. In the beginning, many
ries aren’t as true as they could be.
churches experienced numbers that exceeded their
previous in-person numbers. “We’ve got so many 2. We need to see this situation for what it is.
people attending our church from out-of-state!” we It’s not even that people aren’t returning – they might
exclaimed with delight, as evangelism seemed to never have been connected in the first place. People
thrive despite the pandemic. At the same time, our have experienced how easy (or how difficult) it is to
church members were laying down some of the activi- live without their church. Obligation and duty no
ties and hustle of everyday life that used to conflict longer make up for a lack of connectedness,
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devotion, or faith itself. People learned who their
friends are and some discovered – or finally acknowledged – that the church isn’t a necessary part of their
lives. As much as churches miss people, people just
aren’t missing back.
3. We need to understand why. The story many are
not acknowledging is that we are a traumatized
people. For each and every one of us – all at once –
our world stopped. And, now, every single person –
from the ones present to the ones we claim to miss to
the ones we don’t even know yet – everyone is recovering from a shared trauma. The events we’ve walked
through have had many questioning their livelihoods,
their safety, and their relationships.
And if the church hasn’t offered answers for those
questions yet, then we need to figure out how to do so
now. We need to figure out what it means to be a
spiritual trauma center for our communities. We need
to reintroduce ourselves as a place that can tend to the
wounds this pandemic has opened. Each church needs
to consider how they might evangelize to their
neighbors (and some of their own members) – almost
as if they were launching a new church in 2021.
For years we’ve had no magic answer for the young
adult losses that many churches grappled with before
the pandemic. In that context, though, we believed too
many false narratives and failed to adequately address
the motivations involved. Similarly, no magic answer
exists for the receding engagement across multiple age
groups that we are seeing post-pandemic.
But what we do know is that the future of the church
will require innovative changes. We have experienced
how developing healthy systems is essential for all
church seasons to not just survive – but thrive – and
it’s time to admit we cannot move forward with our
pre-pandemic approaches.
The need for a major pivot is before us, and we know
that God will provide for the times and places where
we are found. Therefore, let us walk into this valley
with eyes wide open, ready to step forward with intention, believing in the presence of the Good Shepherd,
the proximity of green pastures, the provided meal
amongst adversity, the anointing of our heads, the
overflowing of our cups, and our place in the House of
the Lord forever.
Reverend Rob Dyer is Senior Pastor at First United
Presbyterian Church of Belleville, IL.
God’s blessings,

Pastor Randy
Cell: 217-520-5267
Email: Rmcgeehon@gmail.com
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All Saints Day
Sunday, November 7
We will be celebrating
All Saints Day on Sunday November 7, 2021.
This day is set aside for the remembrance of
those members who have gone to their heavenly
rewards this past year. Their names will be
read, a bell tolled ,and a candle lit.
†

Carl Lewis

†

Georgia Rezba

†

Roland Wittenborn

†

Vicki Dierks

†

Bud Bennett

†

Don Ashley

†

Dorothy Stephenson

†

Pat Pillers

Angel Tree Once again we’re asking for
help to make kids Christmas brighter. I will
have trees set up at the church on
November 6th, in the Narthex and gathering
room with need and desires for them. For
those who are not attending or can’t get to
church we would still appreciate your help.
If you could text or call me I can give you a
gift choice for a certain child. Monetary
donations are also greatly welcomed. I will
also pick up the gifts if needed. The
deadline for return or pick up is December 5.
The last few years over 300 children have
been helped with this program, all from
Randolph County. We anticipate a great
need this year, especially in both giving and
receiving so your
help is very
appreciated!
Thank you
Cindy Sickmeyer
618-559-9059
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Frank Beckley

Bill Mueller

Don Bixby

Terry Nagel

Floyd Camp

Glenn Napier

* Clayton Carmichael

James Neilson

* Tara Carmichael

Janes E. Neilson

Robert Cash

* Andrew Norton

Virgil Chandler

Bob Odom

* Parker Haskenhoff

* Ethan Pierce

* Brad Haury

Franklin Pruitt

* Chandler Hays

Ron Steen

* Kenny Heaton

* Jena Stine

Gary Henson

Lee Trost

* John Jacob

John Wright

Bob Koenegstein

* Active Duty

Veterans Day Remembrance Sunday
November 14
Remembering our veterans. If you know of
anyone from our church who was not included
in this list, or if you have a family member that
has just enlisted, please contact the church
office to have them added to our current list
with their information.

Words of Gratitude:
Church Family, I want to thank everyone who bought something from the Bake Sale on Oct 16 and 17 it
was very successful!!- Brooke Gerlach, Sunday School Department
The family of Pat Pillers would like to express our sincere appreciation to all in our church family for
the love and support shown us during Mom’s illness and passing. We are so grateful for all the prayers,
calls, visits, cards, food, flowers and memorials in Mom’s memory. Special thanks to Pastor Randy and
Gary Cox for the wonderful celebration of life. Mom was such a blessing to so many and these many acts
of kindness are a blessing to us. The families of Jo Levery, Janet & Roger Gerlach, Jim and John Pillers
To Our Church Family, I would like to thank everyone for the calls, cards, concerns, and prayers before,
during and after my hip surgery. It was very much appreciated. Bill Schwartz
We want to thank everyone for the prayers, calls and cards we received during Frank’s health issues. A
special thank you to Pastor Randy for his calls and prayers. It has been a long ordeal but things are looking better. We are grateful to be part of such a wonderful church family. And thankful for the power of
prayer. Frank and Sharon Beckley
Dear Church family, Thanks for all the cards and prayers as I had my hip surgery. I appreciated every
one of them. Mary Hauskins
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Administrative Council Meeting
October 11, 2021, 6:00pm

Persons Attending: Randy McGeehon, Jan Seals,
Jeremy Volkmar, Gary Cox, Kathy Ruhmann, Patti
Cecil, Brooke Gerlach, Bill Mueller
The meeting began at 6:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor
Randy.
Old Business: The minutes from the September 13th
meeting were reviewed by those present. Brooke
Gerlach moved to accept the minutes. Bill Mueller
seconded the motion. The minutes were accepted.
Church School Superintendent: Brooke Gerlach
Children’s Sabbath and bake sale will be held October
17-18. The Curt Holland Memorial Breakfast will be
Saturday, November 20 – probably 7:15 – 10:30am. It
will be curbside pickup only for $5.00 per meal. It
will benefit the MAD (Mother’s Against Drunk Driving) and SAD (Students Against Drunk Driving)
groups at the high school. On October 31 the Sunday
school classes will have a party with games, donuts
and punch during the Sunday school hour. From Nov
14 – Dec 12 the congregation will vote on the best
student-decorated doors for Christmas. The winning
Sunday School door will choose a charity to donate
their “winnings.” The Sunday school will also
participate with a float in the Sparta Lighted Holiday
Parade. The Children’s Christmas Program will be
December 5th at 6:00pm.
Treasurer: Patti Cecil The building loan is now at
$97,229.15. Recent giving is down a little, but bills
continue to be paid on time. After review of the t
reasurer’s report, Brooke Gerlach moved to accept the
minutes. Jan Seals seconded the motion. The
treasurer’s report was accepted, pending later audit.

Music Director: Gary Cox The
5th Quarter event was successful
with 24 students participating,
even though the football game
ran late with extra overtimes.
S/PPRC: Kathy Ruhmann The
committee met to recommend
Jeremy Volkmar for CLM
(Certified Lay Ministry) classes,
which he will attend. Salaries
were discussed and
recommendations were made to
the Finance Committee.

Date

Pastor’s Report: Randy McGeehon In preparation
for the upcoming Charge Conference, Pastor Randy
presented the 2022 Budget for review. Bill Mueller
moved to accept the budget as presented from the
Finance Committee. Brooke Gerlach seconded the
motion. The motion carried. The 2022 budget is
very similar to last year’s with only a .47% increase.
Pastor Randy also presented the Proposed
Leadership Roster for 2022. Brooke Gerlach moved
to recommend these positions. Bill Mueller
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
October 31 is a 5th Sunday. Brooke Gerlach moved
that a $500 donation be made the Cunningham
Children’s Home. Jan Seals seconded the motion.
The motion carried. The 5th Sunday offering for
October will be donated to Cunningham Children’s
Home.
Pastor Randy reported that those on the Memorial
Committee approved the purchase of 1) a new
outdoor nativity 2) the Grief-Share Program and 3)
a digital piano to replace the clavinova. The recent
memorial donations for Pat Pillers were designated
for the digital piano and the clavinova will be sold
as well.
Christmas trees, decorations, and outdoor nativity
should be put up sometime between the afternoon of
November 21 and November 27.
Brooke Gerlach moved to adjourn. Jan Seals
seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned.
The next meeting will be November 8 at 6:00pm.

Other

Total For

Sat/Sun/Online/
Sunday School

General

Capital

Budget

Campaign

09.26.21

$2,866.36

$378.39

$117.72

$3,362.47

22/38/-/26

10.03.21

$2,989.83

$610.00

$197.22

$3,79705

20/63/21/25

10.10.21

$2,932.22

$731.51

$175.19

$3,838.92

15/56/51/26

10.17.21

$3,954.83

$305.00

$598.22

$4,858.05

32/62/-/24

the Week

Total for Year to Date for General Budget: $197,978.82
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H APPY B IRTHDAY
11-03
11-04
11-11
11-12
11-14
11-15
11-16

11-17
11-18
11-19
11-21
11-22
11-24
11-27
11-28
11-30

Suzy Manker
Zoey Thompson
Alexander Norton
Mary Hauskins
Myla Ashley
Ashley Birchler
Chloe Yates
Kenny Robison, Jr.
Megan Greenhill
Jayne Wetzel
Virginia Bicket
Lane Robinson
Ava Bauer
Christine Jeffers
Charles Rogers, Jr.
Debbie Schupbach
Earlene Crain
Ana Stine
Shirley Trost
Jake Greenhill
Leslie Jacobus
Morgan Coop

H APPY A NNIVERSARY
11-02 Tom & Amanda Renner
11-10 Kyle & Emily Schwartz
11-18 Gary & Nancy Stork
11-23 Andrew & Vicky Wilson
11-24 John & Evelyn Wright
11-28 David & Mary Hauskins

If you would like to be a part of
the prayer chain please call Elaine
Hargis at 443-3205 or email her at
jhargis4@gmail.com.
Always remember to update us
with any email changes.

Joys- The presence of God in our lives
Concerns - Family of June Cheetum, Family of Pat Pillers,
Sally Mayhew Family, Lincoln Schroeder, Dean Paulter,
Becky Sickmeyer, Teri Dobyns, Judy Powers,
Jane Schupbach, Bishop Frank J. Beard, Bishop Gregory
Palmer, our Church, our denomination, our country and its
leadership.

NOW Committee Collecting Items

for Birthday Cake Kits for Food Pantry. The Now Committee has
decided that for it’s next community outreach project that we are
going to collect, Cake Mixes, Frosting Mixes (with sprinkles), and
boxes of candles. We will then box them up in saran wrap in foil pans
for baking and send them to the various food pantries in Sparta.
Please consider purchasing one each of the following: a regular sized
cake mix, a tub of prepared frosting with sprinkles included, and a
small box of birthday candles. Many children (and adults) do not
have even the simple birthday cake due to extra costs involved. We
will be looking for volunteers to help box these up for delivery
sometime in November.
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Saturday Schedule
5:00 pm Worship
Sunday Schedule
9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship
Sunday

Office Hours:
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm
Phone (618) 443-3714
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1 All Saints Day
2
8 am Garden Club 1-4 Sewing
6 pm Trustees
Group

3

8
8 am Garden Club
6 pm Ad Board

9

10
6 pm NOW Comm

14 Veterans Day
Sunday
Praise Kids

15

16
1-4 Sewing
Group

17
6 pm NOW Comm.

18
Lamplighter
Mailed out

21

22
6 pm FH in use

23

24

25
26
Thanksgiving Office
Closed

26

30
6 pm NOW Comm.

7 All Saints Sunday

28 1st Day of Advent 29

Praise Kids

6 pm NOW Comm

Saturday

4

5

6

11 Veterans
Day

12

13

19

20
Sunday
School
Breakfast
Fundraiser
7:15-10:30 am

7 pm Choir

7 pm Choir

Lamplighter
Information
Deadline

7 pm Choir

27

7 pm Choir

Save the Date:
Next Sunday, October 31, is a Fifth Sunday! Please bring in your change you
have collected. This time our change will go to helping Cunningham’s Home
for their Santa Express Program.

Reflecting

First United Methodist Church
600 W. University
Sparta, IL 62286

The
Light of God!
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On Facebook:
Sparta First United Methodist Church

Dated Material - Mailed Out on October 21, 2021

Trunk or Treat
October 31, 2021
5-7 pm.
Church Parking Lot
We will be holding a Trunk or Treat event again this
year. There is a collection box for candy, in the Narthex of the Church. We urge to come out and enjoy
the evening with us!

Last year it was a BOOtiful evening!

First United Methodist Church

